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Dedication

To every soul that yearns for redemption: may these sacred words
tluminate your way back to Allah’s boundless mercy. May your

burdens fall away, and may every page bring you closer to the embrace

of forgiveness.
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Foreword

This book began as a simple list of authentic Hadith that
described paths to forgiveness. Over time, it has grown
into a guide, one that not only preserves those texts but

also reflects on their meaning in the life of a believer.

Here you will find authentic narrations, carefully arranged
into themes: Prayer, Fasting, Pilgrimage, Charity & Good
Treatment, Dhikr & Supplication, General Acts of
Worship, Divine Decree & Life Events, and Secking
Forgiveness for Others. Each section presents the original
Arabic, a clear transliteration, and an English
translation—accompanied by personal reflections to help

bring the Hadith into daily practice.

This is not an academic manual. It is a companion for the
soul—an invitation to live forgiveness, to breathe it, and to
trust in Allah’s endless compassion. For indeed, His mercy

exceeds imagination, and His door remains open, always.

Page - 3



Table of Contents

Y K2 R
0.0 0’0 X

2
%

7
0‘0

2
*%*

R
%

2
*%*

g

X4

>,

R
%

R R
0.0 0“

2
°%

Chapter I: Introduction - The Gift of Forgiveness
Chapter II: As-Salah (Prayer)

Chapter III: As-Siyam (Fasting)

Chapter IV: Hajj & ‘Umrah (Pilgrimage)

Chapter V: Sadaqah & Thsan (Charity & Good
Treatment)

Chapter VI: Dhikr & Du2’ (Remembrance &
Supplication)

Chapter VII: General Acts of Worship & Piety
Chapter VIIIL: Divine Decree & Major Life Events
Chapter IX: Seeking Forgiveness for Others
Chapter X: Conclusion - Living a Life of
Repentance

Continuing Your Journey: A Curated Reading List
A Humble Introduction

A Note on Soutrces and Verification

Page - 4



Chapter I: Introduction — The Gift

of Forgiveness

Allah’s mercy is greater than our sins, wider than our

failings, and nearer than we often realize.
He Himself declares:

“Say: O My servants who have transgressed against
themselves, do not despair of the mercy of Allab.
Indeed, Allah forgives all sins. Indeed, it is He who

is the Most Forgiving, the Most Merciful.”

(Surah az-Zumar 39:53)

Every believer, no matter how far they have strayed, is
given the chance to begin again. In every act of worship
lies a doorway to absolution; in every sincere repentance, a

renewal of the soul.

Imagine the vastness of this mercy: a compassion so
boundless that it sustains entire galaxies, comforts the
brokenhearted, and wipes away sins with a single sincere

plea.

Page - 5



The Prophet st said,

“Allah created one bundred parts of mercy and sent
down one part to the earth. Because of it, the
creatures are merciful to one another, even the mare
lifts ber hoof away from ber baby for fear of hurting
.”

(Muslim 2752a)

When the Arabs, skeptical of the warnings about Hellfire,
questioned the severity of the punishment in a mocking
tone (Tafsir Ibn Kathir and Tafsir Al-Qurtubi), Allah
responded not with anger, but with unmatched generosity.
He revealed Surah Ar-Rahman—a chapter named after the
Most Merciful—meant to awaken hearts to His infinite
compassion and kindness, reminding them through

repeated verses:

“Then which of the favors of your Lord will yon
deny?”
(Sarah Ar-Rahman)

Page - 6



Allah Ta‘la even declared, “My Mercy precedes My Anger”
recorded in a book with Him on His ‘Arsh (Throne).
(Bukhari 7404)

How then could we not worship our Ilah—whose very
nature is mercy, whose response to challenge is an

outpouring of love?

This book gathers authentic Hadith that show us these
doors—paths both simple and profound that lead to
forgiveness and mercy. Some are as regular as the five daily
prayers; others are extraordinary, like standing in worship
on Laylat al-Qadr. Each carries within it a chance to have

one’s past wiped clean.
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Reflection

Forgiveness in Islam is not abstract—it is lived. It is found
in ablution, in hunger borne for the sake of fasting, in
charity given even from little, and in whispered
supplications. It is written into the cycles of days, weeks,

and seasons, reminding us that renewal is always near.

~ Forgiveness is not a distant horizon—it is a path beneath our feet,

waiting for each step of sincerity. ~
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Chapter II: As-Salah (Prayer)

In the quiet rhythm of prayer, the beart finds its

truest honze.
Allah % said,

“And I did not create the jinn and mankind except
to worship Me.”
(Sarah adh-Dhariyat, 51:56)

This verse anchors us in purpose. We were not created to
wander without meaning, but to turn—again and
again—toward the One who shaped us. And among all
forms of worship, Salah stands as the most direct

expression of that divine purpose.
The Prophet 5% said:

“The first matter that the servant will be brought to

account for on the Day of Judgment is the prayer. If
it is sound, then the rest of bis deeds will be sound.

And if it is corrupt, then the rest of bis deeds will be
corrupt.”

(Sunan al-Tirmidhi, 413)
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Salah is not merely titual. It is the breath of the believert’s
day, a divine appointment woven into time itself. With
every rak‘ah, we press our foreheads to the earth, not just
in posture—but in surrender. The one who prays anchors
their soul five times a day, returning to the One who never

turns away.

These sacred narrations unveil prayer not as obligation, but
as opportunity: for purification, for forgiveness, for
intimate nearness to Allah. Even the simplest
acts—washing  before prayer, saying "Amin" in

unison—become portals to divine mercy.

In today’s fast-paced wortld, the ritual of wudu’ grounds the
believer in spiritual readiness. Each rak‘ah serves as a
deliberate act of submission, reconnecting the soul with its

Creator.
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Perfecting Ablution and Two Rak‘ahs

The Prophet ke said:

3 5 Lo asb il pasle aags1oss s
433 ho pIES 5 4 34k Magd 2adS B35S
(Bukhari 159, Muslim 226)

Transliteration:
Man tawadda’a yawmahu fa-alsana al-wudn’a thumma salla rak ‘atayni

la ynhaddithu nafsabn bibima ghufira labu ma tagaddama min dbanbibi.

Translation:

“Whoever performs ablution well, then prays two
rak ‘ahs without letting his thoughts wander, will

bave bis past sins forgiven.”
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Reflection

Imagine the early hours before dawn. The world is still, the
water cold, the heart quiet. A believer rises not from
obligation alone, but from longing. They perfect their
ablution—not rushing, but attentive, present. Each drop

washes not just the limbs, but the spirit.

Then comes the prayer—two rak‘ahs, brief in time, yet vast
in reward. In these moments of full presence, when the
mind is guarded from distraction and the soul immersed in

surrender, forgiveness descends like gentle rain.

Allah, in His mercy, does not demand perfection in deeds,
but sincerity in intention and mindfulness in presence. A
short prayer, if offered with a still heart, becomes weightier

than volumes of heedless rituals.

~ With each drop of water, a sin dissolves; with

each focused breath, a soul ascends. ~
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The Five Daily Prayers, Fridays, and Ramadans

The Prophet ke said:

"85 @2l | 4a3l o5 (SlsLall asl)
coal 3] Gei W &13685 §Las) ) §Laa)
(Muslim 233)

Transliteration:
Al-khamsu as-salawatn, wa min al-junm‘ati ila al-jummn‘ati, wa min
ramadana ila ramadan, mukaffiratun lima baynahunna idba ijtnnibat

al-kabad’ir.

Translation:

“The five daily prayers, from one Friday to the next,
and from one Ramadan to the next, are expiations
Jor the sins committed between them—so long as the

major sins are avoided.”
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Reflection

The mercy of Allah flows not only in single, hidden
moments of worship but also in the cycles of time that He
has blessed. Each prayer across the day is like a cleansing
wind, brushing away the dust of heedlessness. Each Friday
is a gathering of hearts, a renewal of faith, a fresh page
opened. Each Ramadan is a flood of mercy, drowning the

sins of a year gone by.

This rhythm of forgiveness is not random—it is divine
structure, a gift of renewal placed into the very calendar of
our lives. Through these cycles, a believer never drifts too
far before being called back. Minor sins dissolve in the tide
of worship, so long as the great barriers of major sins are

avoided.

Allah has made forgiveness the default, not the exception.
Every sunrise, every Friday, every Ramadan is another
chance. The door never closes for the one who keeps

returning,

~ Time itself becomes a witness of mercy; the days, weeks, and

months pulse with forgiveness for the mindful heart. ~
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Saying ‘Amin’ Coinciding with the Angels

In the unity of prayer, mercy descends — when the
worshipper on earth whispers "Amin" and the angels in
the heavens echo the same plea. In that instant of unity
between the earthly and the celestial, forgiveness pours

down like hidden rain.
The Messenger of Allah s said:
88198 (el M)l 185 (Gyeal pladll 18 13]

433 5o 3385 Lo 50l (o138 5B

Idha qdla al-iméamu aminan wa-qalat al-mala’ikatn aminan,
fa-wdfaga qawlubu gawlabum, ghufira labu ma tagaddama min
dhanbib.

(Bukharf 780, Muslim 410)

Translation:

“Uf the Imam says ‘Amin’ and the angels in heaven
say ‘Amin’, and the two coincide, his previous sins

will be forgiven.”
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Reflection

There is a profound beauty in the alignment of voices —
the human and the angelic — united in a single moment of
sincere supplication. This convergence is not just a ritual,
but a spiritual event where the unseen responds to the
heartfelt cries of the worshipper. When the Imam and the
angels say ‘Amin’ together, it symbolizes a bridge between
heaven and earth, a moment when divine mercy cascades

down and sins are washed away.

This teaches us the power of unity in prayer, the strength
found in harmony between our words and the cosmos. It
reminds us that our humble expressions are never isolated;
they are woven into a grander divine tapestry. To say
‘Amin’ with focus and sincerity is to open a channel
through which forgiveness flows freely, a timeless echo

that transforms the soul.

In daily life, this invites mindfulness — to approach prayer
not as a mechanical act, but as a sacred dialogue between
ourselves and the Divine, witnessed by angels and carrying

eternal consequence.

~ In the echo of Amin, heaven listens, and mercy

descends like rain on a thirsty earth. ~
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Prayer of Repentance (Salah al-Tawbah)

There is a profound healing in turning back to Allah,
especially after a mistake weighs heavily on the heart. The
Prophet At taught that the way forward is simple yet
powerful: purify yourself completely through ablution,
then offer two rakahs of prayer, secking forgiveness

earnestly.

The Prophet Al said:
03335 JolS eadd a5 @353l Blo

(Abu Dawud 1521, Sunan al-Tirmidhi 4006)

Transliteration:

Salatu at-tawbati ba‘da wudi'in kamilin wa-rak ‘atayn.

Translation:

“A man guilty of a sin went to the Prophet Lisife and
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, 1 have committed a sin, so
prescribe for me a way ont.” He said, ‘Go and perform a
perfect ablution, then pray two rak‘abs, and seek
Jforgiveness from Allah.””
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Reflection

Repentance is the doorway to renewal—never the end of
the road. When we falter, it’s easy to feel weighed down by
guilt or hopelessness. Yet, the Prophet [igaf reminds us
that sincere repentance is accessible to all, regardless of the
gravity of the sin. The act of purifying oneself, both
physically through ablution and spiritually through prayer,
is a powerful symbol of shedding the past and turning

toward a hopetul future.

This process invites mindfulness, humility, and sincere
intention. It teaches us that no matter how far we stray,
mercy is always within reach, wrapped in the simplicity of
two rak‘ahs and a pure heart. The journey of tawbah
encourages us not to dwell endlessly on our mistakes but
to tise, clean, and ready to walk forward with renewed faith

and purpose.

It is in this cycle of falling and rising that the soul is
tempered and strengthened. Each act of repentance
becomes a step closer to inner peace and a deeper

connection with the Divine.

~ Repentance is the tender mercy that transforms regret into hope,

despair into light. ~
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Thorough Ablution in Difficult Conditions

The Prophet ke once asked his companions:

“Shall I not inform you of something by which Allah
erases sins and raises ranks?”

They replied, “Yes, O Messenger of Allah.”
He said:
caSall J sob3l i)

(Muslim 251)

Transliteration:

Isbaghn al-wndi’i “ala al-makarih.

Translation:

“Performing ablution thoronghly in difficult conditions.”
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Reflection

It is easy to wash when the water is warm, when the limbs
are rested, when the body feels light. But in the sting of
cold, in the weight of exhaustion, ablution becomes more
than ritual—it becomes devotion tested. Every drop that
strikes the skin carries away a burden, a trace of weakness,
a fragment of sin. In those moments of difficulty, faith
shines brighter, because it chooses obedience even when

comfort resists. And the The Prophet dlsif said,

“No fatigne, nor disease, nor sorrow, nor sadness,
nor hurt, nor distress befalls a Muslim, even if it
were the prick he receives from a thorn, except that

Allah expiates some of his sins for that.”

(Bukhari 5641, 5642)

~ In the struggle of cold water or weary limbs, forgiveness blooms like
a hidden flower. ~
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Reciting Ayat al-Kursi After Obligatory Prayer

The Messenger of Allah iske promised immense reward

for the one who clings to a single verse after prayer:

€0 aiay @ 45958s 8o 8 333 1w )KI1 &1 138 s
S5 d) sl Yo 3»

(Nasa’T— Book of Prayers,” Amal al-Yawm wa
al-Laylah (no. 100), graded Sahih by Ibn Hibban)

Transliteration:
Man gara’a dyata al-kursi dubura kulli $alitin maktibatin lam

yanma‘bu min dukbitli al-jannati illa an yaniit.

Translation:

“Whoever recites Ayat al-Kursi after every obligatory
prayer, nothing prevents him from entering Paradise except

death.”
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Reflection

Ayat al-Kursi is no ordinary verse. It is the throne of divine
sovereignty, the crown of the Qur’an, a declaration that
Allah alone sustains all that exists. When a believer seals
every prayer with it, he wraps his worship with protection
and promise. Nothing remains between him and
Paradise—save the fleeting breath of this world; so much

s0, that, Abdullah ibn Mas‘ad (RadiyAllahu ‘anhu) said,

“Allah has not created in the heavens nor in the
earth what is more magnificent than Ayat
Al-Kursi.”

(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 2884)

~ Each recitation a bridge to eternity, each word a shield against the

worldly veil. ~
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Two Rak‘ahs & Dhikr After Fajr Until Sunrise

There is something sacred about the early dawn—the way

the world hushes, the soul softens, and the sky slowly

brightens with mercy. In these moments, the Prophet v

unlocked a hidden treasure: a path to the reward of

pilgrimage without ever leaving your prayer mat.

What follows is a hidden treasure revealed for those who

linger a little longer after the prayer is done.

The Prophet Ak revealed the hidden treasure of dawn:
allas Ji5 3835 341 355 3885 Lo 4
83485 455 531 4 I8 usds Lo @ uadd
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 586)

Transliteration:
Man salla rak‘atayn ba'da al-fajri wa-dbakara Allaba hatta tatiu'a

ash-shams, thumma Salla rak ‘atayn, kana labu ajru hajjatin wa-‘unrab.
Translation:

“Whoever prays two rak‘abs after Fajr and remembers
Allah until the sun rises, then prays two more rak ‘abs, will

have a reward like that of Hajj and Umrabh.”
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Reflection

This isn’t a reward measured by minutes or movements. It’s
a reward measured by stillness—by what it means to
remain. After the final taslim of Fajr, there’s a choice: to
carry on with the day, or to carry the moment deeper into

remembrance.

The Prophet A5t did not ask for exhaustion, or effort, or
expense. Just that you stay a while. That you remember
Allah while the sky opens, while the earth turns gold, while
the day quietly begins.

The one who does so is not just present—they are invited.
They rise again in prayer, not as one who stayed behind,

but as one who has arrived.

~ The dawn’s silence becomes a pilgrimage of the heart. ~
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Prayer in the Three Holy Mosques

The Prophet st described the sacred geography of
forgiveness—not all prayers are weighed the same, and not
all ground is equal beneath our feet. There are places
where a single sajdah echoes louder in the unseen. Places
chosen by Allah Himself, where centuries of worship still
linger in the air, and each rak‘ah carries the weight of a

thousand.

The Prophet ke said:

3] 032 8 830 call s LEB ganiia L3 B0
Al3ad1 Al
(Bukhari 1190, Muslim 1394)

Transliteration:
Salatun fi masjidi afdaln min alfi salatin fi ghayribi illa al-masjida

al-haran.
Translation:

A prayer in my mosque (in Madinah) is better than a
thousand prayers elsewhere, except for the Sacred Mosque
(in Makkah). And a prayer in the Sacred Mosque is

better than one hundred thousand prayers elsewhere.”
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Reflection

There are places upon the earth where the veils of heaven
feel thinner, where a single bow and prostration ripple into
eternity. The Sacred Mosque in Makkah, the Prophet’s
Mosque in Madinah, and al-Aqs$a in Jerusalem are not

merely structures—they are sanctuaries chosen by Allah.

It was on the night of Isra’ that the Prophet &lsif stood in

al-Aqsa, leading all the prophets in prayer—one imam,
many nations, one shared light (Bukhati 7517, Muslim

1627). Years later, when ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab (RadiyAllahu

‘anhu) entered Jerusalem, he found the blessed site buried
beneath debris and refuse. With his own hands, he cleared

it, weeping as he restored its honor. (Ibn Kathir 8:14)

The Prophet s said,

“Whoever is unable to visit al-Masjid al-Agsa, let
him send a lamp to it; whoever sends a lamp is like

the one who has prayed there.”
(Musnad Ahmad 26343)

~ Each step in these holy lands washes away a multitnde of sins. ~
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The Power of Night Prayer (Salat al-Tahajjud)

In the stillness of night, when the world sleeps and hearts
are most sincere, a sacred door opens. Those who rise in
this darkness are not unnoticed — they are remembered in

the heavens. The Prophet A& said:
BN eladdl ] 2l B8 a5 2565 155 3

9833 b 1 Jofisd 533l Ll EB LA G

o

ARTHE

(Bukhari 1145, Muslim 758)

Yanzilu Rabbuna tabaraka wa-ta‘ald knlla laylatin ila

as-samd i ad-dunya hina yabqa thulnth al-layl al-akbir fa-yaqilu:
"Man yad ‘nini fa-astajiba lah? Man yas aluni fa-u tiyah? Man
yastaghfirnni fa-aghfir lah?"

Translation:

“Our Lord, Blessed and Exalted, descends each night to
the lowest heaven during the last third of the night and says:
Who will call upon Me, that I may respond? Who will
ask Me, that 1 may give? Who will seek My forgiveness,

that I may forgive?””
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Reflection

When the world is draped in darkness and most hearts
rest, the devoted rise in quiet surrender. Tahajjud is not
merely a prayer; it is a sacred dialogue between the soul
and Allah, whispered under the canopy of stars. The

Prophet dlsi% also said:

“Whoever prays during the night, seeking the
Pleasure of Allah, will be granted the highest reward

in Paradise.”
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 3543)

This time of night is a divine opportunity—an open door
for the faithful to seek the pleasure of Allah, to pour their
hearts in prayer, and to earn the highest reward. The
companions of the Prophet Al treasured these
moments, recognizing that the night offers a unique
chance to grow closer to the Creator. The night holds
within it an invitation to rise above worldly distractions, to
purify the heart, and to be rewarded with mercy, peace, and

the promise of paradise.

~ In the hush of night, the soul’s true voice is heard. ~
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Chapter III: As-Siyam (Fasting)

In the silence of hunger, the soul speaks to Allab.

Fasting is more than mere abstention. It is the quieting of
the body so the heart can speak. It is a return to simplicity,
a shedding of worldly noise, and a remembrance of our
dependence on the Creator. When the believer fasts, they
are not only refraining from food and drink; they are also
restraining what leaves their mouth — words, complaints,
falsehood, and heedlessness. Fasting is a refining process,
one that purifies the spirit much like fire purifies gold,
shaping it into something more precious in the sight of

Allah Subhanahu wa Ta'ala.
Allah £ says:

“Every act of the son of Adam is for him — except
fasting. 1t is for Me, and I Myself will reward it.”
(Bukhari 1904, Muslim 1151)

The beauty of fasting lies in its deep personal connection
with Allah. As the Prophet ilyif described, fasting is a
unique act of worship where the reward is reserved for the
Creator alone. This sincerity, hidden from the eyes of

others, is what elevates fasting above other acts.
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Fasting trains the soul to seck its reward not from the
recognition of people, but from the Lord of the Worlds.
There are no onlookers, no praise to be earned, and no
acknowledgment to be sought—only the gaze of the Most
Merciful, who sees what is hidden. It is an act of sincere
devotion, performed purely for the sake of Allah. This is
why fasting is so deeply personal — its reward is reserved
for Him alone. It is hidden worship, a quiet endurance that
transcends wortldly recognition. Each fast, whether it takes
place in the blessed month of Ramadan or on an ordinary
day, becomes a step toward spiritual renewal. It is a
moment for the believer to shed the distractions of life, to
re-center the heart on the Most Merciful, and to soften the
spirit, reviving it with the love and fear of the Almighty. As
the fasts accumulate, the heart, like the soul, becomes
lighter, more sincere, and more attuned to the guidance of

Al-Hadi, The Guide.

Allah, Al-Hadi, Al-‘Alim, Al-Hakim also mentions:

“O you who have believed, decreed upon you is
fasting as it was decreed upon those before you that
you may become righteons.”

(Surah Al-Baqarah 2:183)
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Fasting Ramadan with Faith

The blessed month offers redemption.

The Prophet Ak said:

453 1y pAES Lo & 34k Gluzs g Blay] L) plo oo
(Bukhari 38, Muslim 760)
Transliteration:

Man sama ramadana imanan wa-ihtisaban ghufira lahu ma

taqaddama min dbanbibi.

Translation:

“Whoever fasts Ramadan out of faith and in
expectation of reward, his previous sins will be

Sforgiven.”
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Reflection

Fasting in Ramadan is not merely abstaining from food
and drink; it is a path to redemption, a means of spiritual
elevation. The act of fasting, done with sincerity and a
heart full of faith, becomes an avenue for the erasure of
sins. When the believer fasts out of iman (faith) and ihtisab
(hope for reward), it transcends a mere ritual, transforming

into a deeply personal act of worship.

Each day of fasting is a new thread woven into a garment
of forgiveness, as the believer seeks to purify themselves,
shedding the weight of past mistakes. It is in this sacred
month that we are reminded that the reward for such
sincere devotion is not just the pleasure of Allah, but a
cleansing of the heart and soul, drawing us closer to the
Divine. As we fast with humility and a sincere heart, we are
granted a chance for spiritual renewal, forgiving ourselves

as we bask in Allah Subhanahu wa Ta‘la’s mercy.

~ Each fast a thread, weaving a garment of forgiveness. ~
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Fasting the Day of ‘Arafah
A single day holds inmmense power.

The Prophet Ak said:

(Muslim 1162)

Transliteration:

Siyamu yawmi ‘Arafatin yakaffiru sanatayns.

Translation:

“Fasting the day of Arafal expiates the sins of two

_years, the preceding and the coming year.”
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Reflection

The Day of ‘Arafah is a day of profound significance, not
only because of the divine mercy Allah bestows upon His
servants but also because it was on this day that Allah
perfected the religion of Islam.

Allah Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala declares:

"This day 1 have perfected for you your religion and
completed My favor upon you and have approved for
you Islam as religion.”

(Sturah al-Ma'idah 5:3)

This verse marks a pivotal moment in Islamic history —
the completion of the divine message and the approval of
Islam as the final way of life. It is on this day that the
greatest favor was bestowed upon the Prophet Muhammad
Algit and the entire Ummah, as Islam was fully established
as a complete and perfected way of life.

Fasting on the Day of ‘Arafah is not just an act of
devotion, but a reflection on this immense blessing. It is a
time to express gratitude for the completion of our faith
and the fulfillment of Allah's promise. Just as the Day of
‘Arafah holds immense spiritual significance in our lives,
fasting on this day opens the gates of forgiveness, allowing
us to purify ourselves and be part of the divine mercy that
Allah extends to us on this blessed day.

~ A day of mercy, a faith perfected. ~
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Fasting the Day of ‘Ashira

A day of bistory becomes a day of mercy.

The Prophet Ak said:

385 3l bl e Cewid elyshle pd7 ploo

(Muslim 1162)

Transliteration:
Siydmn yawmi ‘Ashiird’a ahtassibn ‘ald Allahi an yakaffira

as-santata allati gablaba.

Translation:

“Fasting the day of ‘Ashiira’, I hope Allab will
expiate thereby for the preceding year.”

Page - 35



Reflection

The Day of ‘Ashira is a day of immense historical and

spiritual weight. It marks the day when Prophet Nih (ale

9>LUJ|) and his followers were saved from the flood, a day

of divine mercy and protection. This event is mentioned in
the Qur’an, where Allah commands the ark to settle:

Und it was said, 'O earth, swallow your water, and
O sky, cease." And the floodwaters receded, and the
decree was accomplished.”

(Surah al-Hud 11:44)

Additionally, the Day of ‘Ashiira commemorates the
victory of Prophet Musa (pMud! «le) and the children of
Isra'll over Pharaoh's oppression, a pivotal moment of

divine intervention. This story is famously referenced in
Qur’an, where Allah says:

“So We parted the sea, and saved Miisa and those
with him, and drowned the others.”
(Sarah Ash-Shu’ara 26:63)
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Fasting on this day, therefore, is not only a
commemoration of these miracles but also a reminder of
the continual mercy of Allah. It is a day when His mercy
shines forth, offering forgiveness and grace to all those
who fast with sincerity.

By observing the fast on ‘Ashiira, we connect with the
legacy of divine intervention, of liberation, and of renewal.
This day calls us to reflect on the mercy and deliverance of
Allah in our own lives, reminding us that, like the Isra'lli,

we too can find freedom from the burdens of sin.

~ A day of salvation, a day of mercy. ~
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Fasting Six Days of Shawwal

A beautiful extension of Ramadan’s blessings, the fast of
Shawwal offers an opportunity to maintain the momentum
of devotion that Ramadan brings. It is a chance to continue
what was started in the blessed month, where mercy and
purification were abundant, and the soul was awakened to

new heights of devotion.

The Prophet Al said:

L

58 J15d b pUl & aadl 63 5las] Alo s
sl pleal

(Muslim 1164)

Transliteration:
Man sama ramadana thumma atba'abu sittata ayyamin min Shawwalin

kana ka-$iyami ad-dabr.

Translation:

“Whoever fasts Ramadan and follows it with six
days of Shawwal, it will be as if they bave fasted the

entire year.”
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Reflection

These six days are a gentle extension of the grace that
flows from the blessed month of Ramadan, reminding us
that mercy is not limited to a time but can permeate every
day. They are an invitation to remain in the light of
Ramadanic devotion, to continue nurturing the soul and
secking closeness to Allah, even after the blessed month

has passed.
The Prophet Ak said:

“Whoever fasts the month of Ramaddn and follows
it with six days of Shawwal, it is as if be bas fasted
perpetually.”

(Muslim 1164, Bukhari 38)

This is the arithmetic of divine generosity; a month plus
six days becomes a year’s worth of fasting, a lifetime of
reward. It is a profound lesson that small, consistent acts
of devotion, undertaken when the fervor of Ramadan has
passed, hold immense weight in the scales of the Hereafter.
They are the threads that weave the occasional peak of
worship into the steady fabric of a righteous life, proving
that true devotion is not a seasonal bloom but a perennial

garden.

~ A few days extend mercy across a lifetime. ~
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Fasting Three Days Every Month

These three days each month are a quiet invitation to
extend the mercy of Ramadan beyond its days. They
remind us that sustained devotion nurtures the soul, and
that small, consistent acts of worship weave a tapestry of

ongoing closeness to Allah.
The Prophet A5t declared:
50301 Alo WS AUT &I 148 I8 e alo oya
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 761)

Transliteration:

Man sama min kulli shabr thalatha ayyamin fa-ka-annabu $ama

ad-dabr.

Translation:

"Fasting three days of each month is equivalent o

fasting the whole year."
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Reflection

The beauty of small, consistent deeds lies in their spiritual
magnitude. Fasting just three days each month—simple yet
profound—echoes through eternity, equating to the reward
of fasting an entire year. The Prophet Alsif taught us that
even the smallest acts of worship, when done regularly,

carry immense value.

"T'he most beloved deeds to Allah are those that are
done consistently, even if they are small."

(Bukhati 6465, Muslim 782)

This Hadith beautifully encapsulates the essence of this

practice. It is not the size of the action, but the consistency
that Allah cherishes, reminding us that it is through regular
acts of worship—small yet sincere—that we build a lasting

connection with our Creatot.

~ A modest vow, a boundless harvest of mercy. ~
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Fasting Monday and Thursday

Regular devotion cleanses the soul.
The Prophet Al said,
Lolb Luaddl 2335 il 33 Jadl S3al
5 s e 554 5]
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 747)

Transliteration:
Tu'radn al-a‘malu yawma al-ithnayni wa-yawma al-kbamisi fa-ahabbu

an yu'‘rada ‘amali wa-ana $a’imun.

Translation:

"The deeds of peaple are presented (to Alldh) on
Mondays and Thursdays, so I love to have my deeds
presented while I am fasting."
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Reflection

The Prophet At encouraged the regular fasts of Monday
and Thursday, as they align the believer’s heart and soul in
devotion. This practice not only brings a closeness to Allah
but also purifies the soul. Even the simplest acts, when
done consistently and with intention, carry great spiritual
weight. The Prophet Alsif's regular fasting was not just a
physical act but a form of purification for his soul, setting

an example for us all.
The Prophet st said,

"W hoever fasts a day for the sake of Allah, Alldh
will keep hinm from Hell-fire at a distance covered in
70 years."

(Bukhari 2840, Muslim 1153)

In fasting on these days, we follow his lead, seeking purity
and spiritual renewal—presenting our deeds to Allah with

the intention of seeking His mercy and closeness.

~ A weekly fast, a weekly renewal. ~
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Chapter IV: Hajj & ‘Umrah
(Pilgrimage)

Across deserts and mountains, a soul journeys toward

forgiveness.

Hajj and ‘Umrah are not mere rituals—they are
transformative pilgrimages that cleanse both body and
spirit. These sacred journeys are opportunities for believers
to step away from the distractions of the world and
experience a profound renewal, a return to the essence of

their faith.

In the journey to the House of Allah, a pilgrim’s soul is
tested, purified, and refined. The rites of Hajj and
‘Umtrah—from the Tawaf around the Ka‘bah to the Sa‘i
between the hills of Safa and Marwah—are acts of
devotion that bring the heart closer to the Divine. But
beyond the physical acts, pilgrimage serves as a deep
spiritual reset. Hajj, in particular, is one of the five pillars of
Islam, marking its significance as not just a personal act of
worship but a communal experience that binds Muslims

across the globe in a shared devotion to Allah.
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The importance of Hajj is underscored by the words of the

Prophet A5k, who said:

“W hoever performs Hagj and does not commit
obscenity or sin, he will return (free from sin) as on
the day bis mother bore him.”

(Bukhari 1521, Muslim 1350)

This transformation is a reminder that pilgrimage is not
just about visiting a holy place; it is about returning sinless,

spiritually renewed, and reborn in faith.

As a journey that leads to forgiveness and spiritual
clevation, the Hajj serves as a cleansing process for the

soul. Allah promises in the Qur’an:

“And proclaim to the people the pilgrimage; they will
come to you on foot and on every lean camel, coming
Jfrom every distant place.”

(Sarah Al-Hajj 22:27)
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This verse captures the universality and universality of the
pilgrimage, where Muslims from all corners of the world

come together to answer the call of Allah.

For the believer, ‘Umrah—the smaller pilgrimage—offers
a chance for purification and forgiveness, even if not
performed during the sacred months. These pilgrimages
remind us that faith is not merely an individual journeys; it
is a communal experience, binding us together in our

shared submission and devotion to Allah.

This chapter is a reminder that the pilgrim’s path is a road
to spiritual purity, forgiveness, and renewal. It is a reset of
the heart, a divine return to purity, with every step
becoming a prayer answered. The pilgrim’s heart is alight
with devotion, and with each act performed, they grow
nearer to the Creator, shedding the burdens of sin along

the way.
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The Accepted Haijj

The Ka‘bah’s silhouette against the horizon, a

believer’s heart alight with devotion.

The Prophet At proclaimed,
s 2l & ol Sediall gl
(Bukhari 1773, Muslim 1349)

Transliteration:

Al-hajju al-mabriru laysa labu jaza’un illa al-jannatn.

Translation:

"The Hajj which is accepted (by Allah) will have no

sinfitl reward except Paradise.”
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Reflection

The acceptance of Hajj by Allah is a profound honor, for it
is not just the physical act of pilgrimage that matters, but
the purity and sincerity with which it is performed. A Hajj
that is truly accepted is one that cleanses the soul, leading
the pilgrim back to the purest state of innocence, as if
reborn. The reward for this great journey, as promised by
the Prophet Al is not only in the spiritual renewal
during the pilgrimage but in the ultimate
reward—Paradise.

Allah &, says in the Qur’an:

“Indeed, those who believe and do righteous deeds,
and [they who] humble themselves before their
Lord—those are the companions of Paradise; they

will abide therein eternally.”
(Surah Al-‘Araf 7:42)

This verse highlights the humility and purification that Hajj
cultivates within the believer. The true reward of
pilgrimage is not just the physical journey, but the spiritual
purification that brings one closer to Allah and ensures a

place in Paradise.

The accepted Hajj transcends the earthly journey; it
becomes a sacred path, leading the pilgrim directly to the
mercy of Allah. As the heart of the believer is purified
through each act, each step, the final destination is a place
of peace and eternal reward.

~ A journey where every step is a prayer answered. ~
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Hajj Returning Sinless as on the Day of Birth

Envision the pilgrins return, a sonl washed anew.

The Prophet v promised,

s
s 3% 50~

aal 105 p538 255 Bdi g E837 el 35 s
(Bukhari 1521, Muslim 1350)

Transliteration:
Man hajja fa-lam yarfuth wa-lam yafsig raja‘a ka-yawmi waladat-hu

ummubu.

Translation:

"W hoever performs Hagj and does not commit
obscenity or sin, he will return (free from sin) as on

the day his mother bore him."
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Reflection

The reward of an accepted Hajj is unparalleled, for it offers
a spiritual renewal that cannot be found in any other act of
worship. The pilgrim, returning from this sacred journey, is
as pure as the day they were born—free from sin. This
promise from the Prophet Alsif highlights the
transformative power of Hajj, a pilgrimage that cleanses
not just the body, but the soul. Allah, in His infinite mercy,
offers the believer a chance to start anew, to shed the
weight of past mistakes, and to emerge from Hajj reborn in
faith. The pilgrim returns not just physically different, but
spiritually renewed, carrying a heart that is now more
aligned with the Divine, washed of all impurities.

“Indeed, Allab loves those who repent and those who
purify themselyes.”
(Surah Al-Bagarah 2:222)

This verse beautifully aligns with the essence of Hajj as a
journey of purification. After performing the sacred rites
with sincerity and devotion, the pilgrim is returned to a
state of innocence and purity, as though they have been
granted a fresh start by Allah’s mercy. The purification of
Hajj is a divine reset, where every step brings the believer
closer to their Creator, shedding not only sin but also the
burdens of this wotld. It is a reminder that true renewal
comes when the soul is washed of all distractions, and we
return to the essence of our faith, just as we began—pure,

sincere, and innocent before Allah.

~ Reborn in purity, the pilgrim walks a renewed path. ~
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Performing ‘Umrah in Ramadan

A sacred month enbances pilgrimage.

The Prophet At said,
(Bukhari 1863)

Transliteration:

Al ‘umratu fi ramadana ta‘dilu hajjatan.

Translation:

"An Umrab performed in Ramadan is equal to a

"
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Reflection

The significance of ‘Umrah during Ramadan lies not only
in the act itself, but in the mercy and forgiveness that
comes with it. Performing ‘Umrah in the blessed month of
Ramadan elevates this act of worship, granting the pilgrim
a reward equivalent to that of performing a full Hajj. This
is a profound reminder that devotion in this sacred month
multiplies in value, and that Ramadan is a time for spiritual

growth and renewal.

Just as the act of fasting duting Ramadan brings immense
reward, performing ‘Umrah during this time holds a
special place in the eyes of Allah. The Prophet 2izf’s
words illuminate the power of the intention and sincerity
behind the act. It’s not just about the physical pilgrimage,
but the purification and forgiveness that come with it. It is
as if the believer is granted the reward of ‘Umrah
multiplied by the sanctity of the month itself.

“And whoever honors the symbols of Allah—indeed,
it is from the piety of hearts.”
(Surah Al-Hajj 22:32)

In Ramadan, every act, whether fasting, praying, or
performing ‘Umrah, is infused with greater meaning,
purifying the heart and soul in ways beyond our
understanding. This sacred month becomes a gateway to
divine mercy, offering the believer an opportunity to draw
closer to Allah with every step.

~ A Ramadan Umrah, a pilgrimage’s worth of forgiveness. ~
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Chapter V: Sadaqah & Ihsan
(Charity & Good Treatment)

In the giving hand, a heart finds freedom.

Sadaqah (charity) and Ihsan (good treatment) are not just
acts of kindness—they are divine expressions of love,
compassion, and humility. Through these acts, we not only
purify our wealth and actions but also our hearts, drawing
closer to Allah with every gesture of generosity and
kindness. Charity extends beyond just the material realm; it
encompasses the act of giving from the heart, offering
kindness, patience, and understanding. Good treatment
toward others, regardless of their status, is a reflection of

our own reverence for the Creator.

A profound example of this is (Bukhari 4750) the story of
Abu Bakr As-Siddiq (RadiyAllahu ‘anhu), who used to
support his relative Mistah ibn Uthathah financially. Mistah
was among those who spread the slander against ‘A’ishah
(RadiyAllahu  ‘anha), and in his anger, Abu Bakr
(RadiyAllahu “anhu) vowed to stop helping him.
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However, Allah revealed in the Qur’an:

“And let not those of virtue among you and wealth
swear not to give |aid] to their relatives and the
needy and the emigrants for the cause of Allah, and
let them pardon and overlook. Do you not love that
Allah shonld forgive you? And Allah is Forgiving,
Merciful.”

(Surah An-Nur 24:22)

Upon hearing this revelation, Abu Bakr (RadiyAllahu
‘anhu) responded, “By Allah, I love that Allah should
forgive me.” And so, he resumed providing for Mistah,
exemplifying the true spirit of Thsan and forgiveness. This
act of charity was not just a material gift, but a powerful
demonstration of the mercy and compassion that are at the

heart of Islam.

The Prophet Al said,

“The most beloved of people to Alldh are those who
are most beneficial to others.”

(Al-Mu'jam al-Awsat 6/139, Sahih al-Jami’
906, Hadith 6020)
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This profound teaching emphasizes that our worth in the
eyes of Allah is not measured by the wealth we accumulate,
but by the way we treat others and the kindness we extend
to those in need. Charity becomes not just about material
wealth, but about the wealth of the heart—where giving

becomes a means of purification for the soul.

Allah in His infinite mercy reminds us in the Qur’an:

"The example of those who spend their wealth in the
way of Allab is like that of a seed of grain that
grows seven ears, with each ear containing a hundred

grains."

(Sarah Al-Baqarah 2:261)

The act of giving opens the doors to countless blessings
and is a means of increasing barakah (blessings) in all areas
of life. Whether it is in charity or in how we treat others
with Thsan, each act is a reflection of our gratitude and
humility before the Almighty. By giving, we align ourselves
with the divine attributes of mercy, kindness, and
generosity, embodying the essence of Thsan and enriching

our relationship with both Allah and His creation.
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Freeing a Muslim Slave

An act of liberation brings mercy.

The Prophet it said,

-3

(Bukhari 2517, Muslim 1509)

Transliteration:

Man a'taga raqabatan Muslimatan kana fakkakaha min an-nar.

Translation:

"W hoever frees a Muslin slave, Allah will save all
the parts of bis body from the Fire as be has freed
the body-parts of the slave."
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Reflection

The act of freeing a slave is a deep act of mercy, purifying
both the one who is freed and the one who performs the
act. When the Prophet et promised that Allah would
save all the parts of the body from the Fire, he was
emphasizing that this selfless act of charity and liberation
carries immense spiritual reward. It symbolizes not only
the breaking of physical chains but also the release of the
soul from spiritual oppression, bringing the individual

closer to Allah's mercy.
The reward of freeing a slave is echoed in this dhikr,

"[_a ilaha illAlahu wahdabu la sharika labu,
labul mulk wa lahul hamdn wa huwa ‘ala kulli
shay'in qadir.”

(Sahih Muslim 2691)

The Prophet L2 mentioned that the one who
recites this dhikr hundred times, will receive the
reward of freeing 10 slaves from the children of
Ismal. This exemplifies the connection between
devotion to Allah and acts of liberation. Whether
through the act of charity or the recitation of dhikr,
both bring freedom to the soul and serve as a path
to protection from the Fire. And the reward for
these acts, whether they are through physical charity
or the verbal remembrance of Allah, is multifaceted,
contributing to the purification of the heart and the
liberation of the soul.

~ A bond broken, a soul freed from hellfire. ~
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Attending a Janazah Prayer and Burial

The act of attending a Janazah prayer and accompanying
the deceased to their final resting place is a profound
expression of respect and compassion. This act reinforces
our humanity and our remembrance of Allah in the
context of life's fleeting nature, helping us reflect on our

own deeds and the legacy we leave behind.

The Prophet sk taught,
OWBI53 J 55 1483 3005 3l e Lo e
(Bukhari 1325, Muslim 945)

Transliteration:

Man salla ‘ala janazatin wa-hadara dafnaba kana labu giratan.

Translation:

"W hoever attends the funeral prayer and follows the
bier until it is buried will have two girats of reward,

each qirat like a great mountain.”
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Reflection

The act of attending a Janazah prayer and following the
bier until the burial is a profound act of mercy and respect.
It not only demonstrates our compassion for the deceased
but also strengthens our bond with the community and the
ultimate truth of life and death. The Prophet izt taught
that this simple yet powerful act of accompanying the
deceased carries with it a reward beyond measure. This
highlights how even the smallest of deeds, when done with
sincerity, can yield immense spiritual benefits. It serves as a
reminder of our own mortality and the need for
continuous reflection and repentance. In the final farewell,
we are reminded that death is not the end, but a transition
into the eternal realm, and our actions during this time

reflect our connection to both the living and the dead.

"Every sonl shall taste death.”
(Strah Al ‘Imran 3:185)

This verse brings to light the inevitability of death, urging
us to make the most of our lives in service to Allah and
others, knowing that our good deeds—even the smallest

ones—are not forgotten by the Creator.

~ A final farewell, a monntain of mercy earned. ~
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Raising Daughters Righteously

Parental care brings divine favor.
The Prophet Al said,
&l
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 1916)

Transliteration:
Man asaba min al-banati thalathan fa-‘amalabunna bi-l-husna dakhal

al-jannata.

Translation:

"WV hoever has three daughters and is patient with
them, provides for them, and shows them mercy,

Paradise is guaranteed for bim."
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Reflection

Raising daughters with love, patience, and kindness is an
act that brings immense spiritual reward. In a world where
daughters were sometimes undervalued, the Prophet izt
elevated the status of gitls, teaching us that parental care
for them is a pathway to divine favor. This Hadith
underscores the blessed responsibility of raising daughters
with mercy, patience, and provision. When parents treat
their daughters with goodness and respect, they not only
fulfill their duties but also earn the pleasure of Allah and

His promise of Paradise.

The Prophet Al treated his daughter Fatimah
(RadiyAllahu ‘anha) with unparalleled tenderness and
respect. There is a beautiful story, mentioned in Jami’
at-Tirmidhi 3872, in which, upon her arrival, the Prophet
Al would rise to greet her, kiss her forehead, and gently
seat her in his place. This act of affection was not just a
display of closeness, but also of deep emotional and
spiritual respect, showing us the way in which a parent
should treat their children with kindness, love, and honor.
By doing so, we embody the same values that Allah

cherishes—Ilove, patience, and kindness.
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Just as the Prophet st treated Fatimah (RadiyAllahu
‘anha) with the utmost cate, parents today are called to
raise their daughters with the same sense of dignity,
affection, and respect, paving the way for spiritual reward

in the Hereafter.
Allah in His infinite mercy reminds us in the Qur’an:

And lower to them the wing of bumility out of
mercy and say, ‘My Lord, have mercy upon them as
they brought me up [when I was] small.””

(Surah Al-Isra’ 17:24)

This verse, much like the treatment of children, instead
calls us to humility in our treatment of our parents,
reminding us that the act of nurturing and raising children,
especially daughters, is deeply connected to mercy and
divine favor. By embracing this responsibility, we create a
path toward forgiveness and heavenly reward, and our
children can make this du'a for us as well, asking Allah to

show us the same mercy we showed them.

~ Raising daughters, a path paved with forgiveness. ~
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Providing for One’s Family

Sustaining loved ones is worship.

The Prophet M said,
Lla¥ (85:5 Glg alaY 8325 (8525
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 3895)

Transliteration:

Khayruknm khayruknm li-ablibi wa-and khayrnkunm li-abl.

Translation:

"The best of you is the one who is best to bis fanmily,
and I am the best to my family."

Page - 63



Reflection

Providing for one’s family is a sacred act of worship. The
Prophet Alsi% taught that kindness, generosity, and
compassion toward our family are among the most
rewarding acts in the sight of Allah. By prioritizing the
well-being of our loved ones, we engage in acts of worship
that nurture our souls and bring us closer to Allah. Every

meal shared, and every gesture of love offer opportunities

for filling our deeds with divine blessings.
Allah Subhanahu wa Ta'ala reminds us in the Qut’an

“And those who believed and whose descendants
Sollowed them in faith, We will join their descendants
with them, and We will not deprive them of anything
of their deeds.”

(Surah At-Tuar 52:21)

This verse beautifully illustrates the reward for maintaining
strong family bonds and nurturing the faith within the
family, highlighting that in Jannah, Allah will reunite
believers with their loved ones, rewarding their efforts and

care.

~ Every meal shared, a sin erased. ~
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Visiting the Sick

When we visit the sick, we remind ourselves of the fragility
of life and the deep mercy Allah has bestowed upon us. In
those moments, we not only offer comfort to the one in
pain but also purify our own hearts through an act of love
and compassion. The Prophet iske taught that such acts

of kindness connect us to the grace of Paradise, even if

only for a brief moment.

The Prophet st said,
2351 G Al B S Loy Sle
(Muslim 2569)

Transliteration:

Man ‘ada maridan kana fi jannatin hatta yarji‘a.

Translation:

"When a Muslim visits bis sick brother, he is in the

garden of Paradise until he returns.”
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Reflection

Visiting the sick is an act of compassion that brings
immense spiritual reward. The Prophet ke taught us that
by caring for those in need, we enter a realm of mercy that
connects us to Paradise. This simple act, filled with love
and care, serves as a reminder of our own fragility and the
need to show kindness to others. In visiting the sick, we
are not only comforting them but also nurturing our own

hearts, purifying them through acts of compassion.

The Prophet Al said:

"[ibra'il kept on recommending me abont treating

the neighbors in a kind and polite manner, so much
s0 that I thought that he would order (me) to matke
them (my) heirs."

(Sahih Bukhari 6015, Sahih Muslim 2624)

This narration highlights the great importance placed on
kindness and politeness toward neighbors, and by
extension, everyone around us. Just as the Prophet List
treated his neighbors with the utmost care, we are called to

visit the sick and help those in need, knowing that in doing

so, we bring ourselves closer to divine mercy and Paradise.

~ A visit to the sick, a stay in Paradises grace. ~
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A Woman Obeying Her Husband

In a marriage, mutual respect and harmony are the
foundations that bring divine reward. A woman’s
commitment to her faith and her role within the marriage
is a path to Paradise. By fulfilling her religious duties and
supporting her husband, she embodies love and devotion,

unlocking eternal blessings from Allah.
The Prophet Mt said,

6535 E0883 5 la3ad Eilod laaas 154l el 13]
i Ll &l e L1301 A3 18 335 el
(Sahth Tbn Hibban 4163)

Transliteration:

Idha sallat imra’atun kbamsaha wa-sdamat shabrha wa-hafizat farjaha

wa-atd'at zawjabd gila laha udkbuli al-jannata min ayyi abwabiba shi'ta.
Translation:

"If a woman prays her five, fasts her month, guards
her chastity, and obeys her husband (in good things),
it will be said to her, ‘Enter Paradise from any gate

you wish.”"
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Reflection

The act of a woman obeying her husband is a reflection of
the harmony and mutual respect within a marriage. The
Prophet A5t emphasized that when a woman fulfills her
religious duties—praying, fasting, and guarding her
chastity—and also obeys her husband (in good things, or
halal commands), she is promised entry into Paradise from
any gate she chooses. This shows how obedience in love

becomes a means of divine reward and forgiveness.

The Prophet sk said:

“If I were to command anyone to prostrate to anyone
other than Allah, I wonld have commanded women
to prostrate to their busbands.””

(Sunan Ibn Majah 1853)

This Hadith reinforces the profound impact of a woman’s
devotion to her faith and her relationship with her
husband. The foundation of a strong marriage is built on

mutual respect, kindness, and fulfilling each other’s rights.
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A woman’s obedience, in love, is not about submission, but
about cooperation, care, and maintaining harmony in the
family. Her commitment to her husband’s well-being
brings her closer to Allah, unlocking the gates of Paradise

for her.

~ Obedience in love, a key to eternal forgiveness. ~
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Chapter VI: Dhikr & Du‘a’

(Remembrance & Supplication)

In remembrance, the heart finds peace. Dhikr and
supplication are lifelines to mercy, offering a connection
between the servant and their Creator. The act of
remembering Allah purifies the soul, calms the heart, and
opens the gates of mercy. The Prophet L& emphasized
the importance of dhikr in many ways, reminding us that
remembrance should be woven into every moment of our

lives.

In a Hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah (RadiyAllahu

‘anhu), the Prophet st said:

“The example of one who remembers his Lord and
the one who does not remember Him is life the
example of the living and the dead.”

(Bukhari 6407, Muslim 223)

This powerful Hadith illustrates the stark difference
between the one who lives in constant remembrance of
Allah and the one who is heedless. Dhikr is not just an

action; it is the pulse of the believer’s spiritual life.
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Allah Subhanahu wa Ta'ala reminds us in the Qut'an:

“Verily, in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find
comfort.”

(Siirah Ar-Ra‘d 13:28)

Supplication or du@ 1is another profound way to
strengthen our bond with the Creator. It is the believer’s
way of reaching out, seeking mercy, forgiveness, and
guidance. Du‘a’ connects the heart with the Divine, serving
as a direct plea for help and a means of expressing our

dependence on Allah. The Prophet 2t said:

“Du‘a’ is the essence of worship.”

(Sunan at-Tirmidhi 3371)

This chapter invites us to explore the beauty of dhikr and
the power of supplication, which serve as tools for
purification, guidance, and closeness to Allah. The
following sections delve into the significance of different
forms of dhikr and du‘?’, their rewards, and the immense

spiritual benefits they bring,
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Supplication After Perfect Ablution

With wadn’ complete, a believer’s heart lifts in gratitude.

The Prophet st taught,

433 o p3ET Lo & 38 i35

(Sunan al-Tirmidht 55, Nasa’t 148)

Transliteration:
Man tawaddaa fa-alsana al-wndi’a thumma qala ashhadn an la ildha
illa Allabu wahdabu la sharika lahn wa-ashhadu anna Muhammadan

abdubn wa-rasilubu ghufira lahn ma taqaddama min dbanbibi.

Translation:

"W hoever performs ablution well, then says: ‘I bear
witness that there is no god but Allah alone with no
partner, and 1 bear witness that Muhammad is His

slave and Messenger,” his previous sins will be

Sorgiven."
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Reflection

There is a profound and beautiful pattern woven through
the acts of worship that connect the believer’s soul to
Allah. The Adhan begins with the powerful declaration,
"Allahu Akbar"—Allah is the Greatest—reminding us of
who truly deserves our devotion. Likewise, Salah begins
with the Takbir ("Allahu Akbar"), marking the sacred
commencement of our intimate dialogue with the Divine,
and concludes with the Tashahhud, which contains the

Shahadah, sealing the prayer with devotion and testimony.

It follows, then, that wudd’—our preparation to stand
before Allah—should also be framed by these sacred
declarations. It begins with "Bismillah", invoking the Name
of Allah as we begin purification, and it is prescribed to

end with the Shahadah, reaffirming our faith and readiness.

Allah Himself emphasizes the great importance of wudd’

in the Qur’an:

“O you who have believed, when you rise to
[perform] prayer, wash your faces and your forearms
to the elbows and wipe over your heads and your feet
to the ankles...”

(Surah Al-Ma’idah 5:0)
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This divine command shows that wud@’ is not just a ritual
of physical cleansing but a vital spiritual preparation. Allah
calls us to purify ourselves wholly before standing in His
presence, highlighting the intimate link between outward

cleanliness and inner readiness.

This framing transforms wuda’ from a mere physical act
into a profound spiritual cleansing and renewal. As we
wash away impurities, we also prepare our hearts to truly
submit and acknowledge Allah’s greatness. This
triad—Adhan, wud®’, and Salah—reminds us that every
act of worship is enveloped in the greatness of Allah and
sealed with sincere affirmation of His Oneness. It is a
sacred cycle of awakening, cleansing, and heartfelt

submission.

Ultimately, this pattern of Allahu Akbar before the
Shahadah every time calls us to a vital spititual truth:
before the Kalima (the testimony of faith) can truly take
effect in our hearts, we must first recognize the greatness
of Allah above all else. Without this deep realization, the

words of the Shahadah won’t take their effect in our hearts.

~ In the call of the Greatest, the spirit finds its journey home. ~

Page - 74



Saying ‘SubhanAllahi wa bihamdihi’ 100 Times
A simple dhiker erases oceans of sin.
The Messenger of Allah A5 said,
835 Blo a3 5 oaasyd dll Gl JB 15
22l 35 Ja ESB 35 a5t ddas
(Bukhati 6405, Muslim 2691)

Transliteration:
Man qgala subhana Allahi wa-bihamdibi fi yawmin mi'ata marratin

huttat kbatayihu wa-in kanat mithla abadi al-bahvri.

Translation:

"W hoever says Subhana Allahi wa-bihamdihi’ one
bundred times a day, bis sins will be erased even if

they are like the foam of the sea."
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Reflection

This simple dhikr of praising Allah is a profound reminder
of how easy it is to attain forgiveness. Saying ‘SubhanAllahi
wa bihamdihi’ one hundred times a day is not just a verbal

practice but a means to purify the heart, no matter how

many sins we have accumulated.
Allah, Rabbul-Alamin, says:

“O you who believe, turn to Allah in sincere repentance.”

(Sarah At-Tahtim 66:8)

This verse reminds us that true repentance is not found in
words alone, but in the heart’s turning back to its Lord.
This dhikr is one of the simplest ways to live this
command — to renew one’s connection with Allah
through remembrance and sincerity. Each utterance
becomes an act of tawbah nasuhah in itself, polishing the
heart and inviting divine mercy with every breath. For even
when our sins rise like waves, His mercy remains deeper

still — a sea without shore.

~ A bundred praises, a sea of sins forgiven. ~
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Declaration of Tawhid 100 Times
Alffirming faith brings immense reward.

The Prophet st taught,

836 Blo pod 3 a8 eond B L2 5a5 dasdl
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(Bukhati 3293, Muslim 2691)

Transliteration:
Man gala ld iliha illa Allabn wahdabu la sharika labu labhii al-mulkn
wa-labii al-handn wa-hmwa ‘ala kulli shay’in qadirun fi yawmin mi'ata

marratin kanat labn ‘Gdla ‘ashri rigabin.

Translation:

"W hoever says 1.a ilaba illa Allabn wahdabn la
sharika lahn, labi al-mulfeu wa-lahi al-hamdn
wa-huwa ‘ald kulli shay’in qadirun’ one bundred
times a day will have (the reward of) freeing ten
slaves, one hundred good deeds written for him, and

one hundred bad deeds erased."”
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Reflection

The act of declaring the Oneness of Allah through the
words of Tawhid is more than a mere recitation—it is a
profound reaffirmation of our submission to the Creator.
However, the benefits of this dhikr extend beyond spiritual

rewards—it provides divine protection from the Hellfire.
The Prophet Lk stated:

"He who emancipates a slave, Allah will set free
from Hell every limb (of his body) for every limb of
his (slave's) body, even bis private parts.”

(Sahih Muslim 1509)

This powerful reminder shows how every act of worship
can serve as protection from the torment of the Hereafter.
The "freeing of ten slaves" in the Hadith can be
understood as offering protection to each of our limbs
from the Hellfire. Every time we engage in the dhikr, we
are shielded by divine mercy, as if we’ve freed ten
slaves—each one safeguarding all of our limbs from the

fires of Hell.

~ A daily affirmation, a lifetime of sins undone. ~
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Comprehensive Istighfar

Even grave sins find mercy.

The Prophet Al said,

Aol 5 5o ) 1Y ol Sadaad JI6 e
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(Abu Dawud 1517, Sunan al-Tirmidhi3577)

Transliteration:
Man qala astaghfirn Allaha alladhi la ildha illa huwa al-hayyn

al-qayydimun wa-atribu ilaybi ghufira labu wa-in kana gad farra mina

al-zabfi.

Translation:

"He who says: 1 seek the forgiveness of Allah, there
is no true god except Allah, the Bver-Living, the
Self-Subsisting, and I turn to Him in repentance,’
his sins will be forgiven even if he should have run

away from the battlefield.”
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Reflection

Istighfar is a powerful plea for mercy, capable of erasing
even the gravest of sins. The Prophet ke, taught us that
by seeking forgiveness with sincerity, we open the door to
Allah's mercy, no matter how severe our past may have
been. This du‘@’ is not just a verbal plea, but a complete
return to Allah, secking His forgiveness and mercy. No sin

is too great for the mercy of Allah, Al-Ghaftarur-Rahim, to

forgive.

When we recite this specific form of Istighfar, we are
invoking two of Allah’s most magnificent names: Al-Hayy
(The Ever-Living) and Al-Qayyum (The Self-Subsisting).
These names of Allah are mentioned in Ayat-Al-Kursi, the
verse of Allah regarded as “more magnificent than what is
in the heavens and earth,” as narrated by Abdullah ibn

Mas‘ud (RadiyAllahu ‘anhu).

In this verse, Allah emphasizes His absolute sovereignty,
eternal life, and unshakable authority over all creation.
These names remind us of Allah's all-encompassing power
and mercy, reinforcing our trust in His ability to forgive

and protect us.
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The Prophet At has taught us that when we call upon
Allah by His greatest names, we can be certain that He
responds to our call. By invoking Al-Hayy and Al-Qayyam
in our Istighfar, we are assured of Allah’s immediate
attention and His readiness to answer our plea for mercy

and forgiveness.

Allah, Al-Ghafurur-Rahim, says:

1554 1935 g 138315 5dll WGL, (0 3]
5935500 o hhs kg IsEas

“Indeed, those who believe in Our signs are those
who, when they are reminded of them, fall down in
prostration and glorify [Allah] with praise of their
Lord, and they are not arrogant.”

(Surah As-Sajdah 32:15)

This verse reflects the essence of secking Allah’s
forgiveness—when reminded of His signs, the believers
humbly submit, prostrating in gratitude. In the same way,
by saying Istighfar, we turn to Allah with sincerity,

recognizing our flaws and seeking His boundless mercy.
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The act of Istighfar is a reminder that no matter how great
our sins may seem, the door to Allah's forgiveness is
always open. True repentance leads to a deep,
transformative connection with the Divine, turning our

hearts toward humility and submission.

Each time we seck Allah’s forgiveness, we not only purify
ourselves but also reaffirm our trust in His mercy and
compassion. In every utterance of Istighfar, we are given
the chance to heal, knowing that Allah, Rabbul-‘Alamin, is

ready to forgive, cleanse, and renew us.

~ A plea for mercy, powerful enough to beal the gravest flight. ~
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The Master Supplication (Sayyid al-Istighfar)

A perfect du@’ for renewal. The Prophet ke, taught:
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Allahumma anta rabbi la ilaha illa anta khalagtani wa-ana
‘abduka, wa-ana ‘ala ‘ahdika wa-wa'dika ma istata‘tn, a‘ndhu
bika min sharri ma sana‘tn, abii’n laka bini‘matika ‘alayya,
wa-abit'u laka bidhanbi, faghfir Ii fa-innabu la yaghfiru
adhdhunib illa anta.

(Bukhatt 63006)

Translation:

"O Allah, You are my Lord, there is no god but
You, You created me, and I am Your slave, and 1
am faithful to Your covenant and promise as much
as I can. I seek refuge in You from the evil of what 1
have done. I acknowledge Yonr blessings upon mee,
and 1 admit my sins. So forgive me, for none forgives

sins except You."
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Reflection

This is the master of all supplications for forgiveness. The
Prophet aAlsif taught us that it is through this dua’ that we
turn to Allah in complete submission, seeking His mercy.
In this supplication, we affirm our dependence on Allah
and seek His forgiveness with full sincerity. Sayyid
al-Istighfar is a heartfelt cry for divine grace, bringing us

closer to Allah’s mercy and purification.
Furthermore, the Prophet A5t added:

"If somebody recites it during the day with firm faith
in 1t, and dies on the same day before the evening, he
will be from the people of Paradise; and if somebody
recites it at night with firm faith in it, and dies
before the morning, be will be from the people of
Paradise."

(Bukhiri 6306)

This powerful promise underscores the significance of this
du@’ and its profound spiritual benefits. Reciting Sayyid
al-Istighfar with sincerity not only brings us closer to
Allah’s mercy but also serves as a key to the gates of

Paradise, offering us eternal peace in the Hereafter.

~ A heartfelt cry, a complete return to divine grace. ~
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The Call to Prayer (Adhan)
Annonncing prayer brings immense reward.

The Prophet Al said,

T 2y - 33y
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(Sunan an-Nasa'i 640)

Transliteration:
Inna Allaha wa malda'ikatabu yusallina ‘ala as-sufif al-ila, wa-ynghfaru
lil-mu'adbdbin ma balagha sawtubu, wama sam'abu min hayyin aw janin

aw shay’in shabida labu, wa labn mithlu ajri man Salla ma‘abu.

Translation:

"Alldh and His angels send blessings upon the front
rows, and the Mu'adbdbin will be forgiven as far as
his voice reaches. Whatever hears him, whether it be
wet or dry, will testify for him, and he will have a
reward like that of those who pray with him."
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Reflection

The act of calling the Adhan is not just an announcement
for prayer, but a blessed and rewarding act of worship. The
Prophet Alsi% taught us that when the Mu'adhdhin calls
the prayer, Allah and His angels bless him. Additionally, his
sins are forgiven as far as his voice reaches. The reward of
calling the Adhan is immense—not only does it cleanse the
Mu'adhdhin, but it also brings the testimony of everything
that hears it, whether alive or inanimate. This includes all
living beings and even inanimate objects, and they will

testify for the Mu'adhdhin on the Day of Judgment.

Moreover, the Mu'adhdhin is rewarded with the same
reward as those who pray after the call, which magnifies
the spiritual benefit of this simple yet profound act. The
act of calling the prayer unites the worshippers and
connects them to Allah, while simultaneously granting
forgiveness and a share in the collective reward of all who

heed the call to prayer.

The Adhan serves as a powerful reminder of how even the
smallest acts of devotion can have far-reaching

consequences, erasing sins, and bringing abundant rewards.

~ A call to worship, a call to cleanse the soul. ~
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Supplication Between Adhan and Iqamah

Between the call to prayer (adhan) and the commencement
of the prayer (igamah) lies a sacred moment — a quiet
pause where hearts can turn fully to Allah. In this stillness,
we are invited to whisper our hopes, fears, and needs to
the One who always listens. The Prophet Alsif reassured
us that du'a’ made during this short window is never

rejected — a divine promise of mercy for those who seize

it.
The Prophet &lgf taught,
3339 aalBls o131 5 el
(Sunan Abi Dawud 521)

Transliteration:

Ad-dn'a’n bayna al-adbani wa-l-igamatin la yuraddn.

Translation:

A supplication made between the adban and

igamab is not rejected.”
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Reflection

This brief space between adhan and igamah is more than a
pause — it is an open gate to divine mercy. We often rush
through it, distracted or disengaged, unaware that the
heavens are listening. The Prophet e didn’t simply

inform us of its power; he encouraged us to make it count.

One of the most powerful supplications during this time is:
Allghumma rabba hadhibi ad-da ‘wati at-tammati,
wa§-Salati al-qa’imati, at Mubammadan al-wasilata wal-fadilata,

wa-b “ath-hu magaman mahmiidan alladhi wa‘adtabu.

Meaning,

“O Allah, Lord of this perfect call and established
prayer, grant Muhammad the means (al-Wasilah)
and virtue, and raise him to the praised station You

have promised him.”

This du‘a’ is not only 2 moment of praise but also a
personal plea for intercession. It binds our love for the
Prophet Alsif with our hope in Allah’s mercy, especially
during a time when supplication is most likely to be

answered.
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The Prophet At said:

“When you hear the mu’adhdbin, repeat what he
says, then invoke a blessing on me, for everyone who
invokes a blessing on me will receive ten blessings
Sfrom Allah; then beg from Allah al-Wasilabh for me,
which is a rank in Paradise fitting for only one of
Allh's servants, and I hope that I may be that one.
If anyone asks that I be given the Wasilah, be will
be assured of my intercession.”

(Sahih Muslim 384)

So let the heart speak in that moment — whisper your
fears, dreams, and repentance. Every sincere word may rise
straight to the One who answers. And with every blessing
sent upon the Prophet Al5i&, a door of mercy opens wider

for us.

~ In that pause, my heart’s plea finds its answer. ~
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Chapter VII: General Acts of
Worship & Piety

Islam teaches that worship is not confined to ritual—it
tflows into every part of life. Whether in a hidden gesture
of kindness, a whispered du‘@’, or a moment of restraint
when no one sees, every sincere deed becomes a means of
nearness to Allah. The believet's day is full of chances to
earn His mercy, sometimes through actions so small they

go unnoticed by others—but never by Allah.
The Prophet sk said:

“Allab ordered that the good and the bad deeds be
written...Whoever intends a good deed but does not
do it, Allab records it for him as a complete good
deed. If he performs it, Allab records it as ten good
deeds—up 1o seven hundred times, or even more.”

(Bukhart 6491, Muslim 131)

This divine generosity transforms the mundane into
meaningful. Eating with gratitude, walking to the masijid,
smiling at a fellow Muslim, seeking knowledge, visiting the
sick—each action, when done with the right intention,

becomes worship.
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Allah & says:

“Whoever does an atom’s weight of good will see i,
and whoever does an atom'’s weight of evil will see it.”

— (Sirab Az-Zalalah 99:7-8)

This chapter explores the subtle yet powerful acts that
weave forgiveness and reward into daily life. From prayer
on sacrted nights to du‘as after meals, from building a
masjid to leaving what doesn’t concern us—these are not
just habits of piety, but reflections of a heart alive with
iman. They remind us to live with presence, humility, and

sincerity.

Some actions, like calling others to good or offering a
word of guidance, carry the added honor of reviving the
legacy of the Prophet Alsif. These too will be explored
ahead.

Each section in this chapter unveils a new path to
forgiveness—waiting quietly in the rhythms of everyday

life.

Page - 92



Page - 93



Da’wah — The Trust of the Final Ummah

Among the many acts of worship that extend beyond the
prayer mat and into the fabric of daily life,
da‘wah—inviting others to Allah—stands as a sacred trust.
It is not merely a virtuous deed, but a continuation of the
Prophetic mission, entrusted now to the followers of the
final Messenger Alyaf. While dhikr purifies the heart and
salah connects us to the Divine, da‘wah is the outward
expression of that inner light—offered to the world with

wisdom, mercy, and presence. It is the legacy of those who

carry truth not only in their words, but in their character.

The Prophet At said in his final sermon:

"Convey from me, even if it is a single verse."

(Bukharf 3461)
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Reflection

Allah commands in the Qur’an:

o s Ul 3t L AT ) 5231 Lt 030 OB
“Say: This is my path. I invite to Allah with
insight, I and those who follow me...”
(Sarah Yuasuf 12:108)

Interestingly, the verse uses the feminine demonstrative
pronoun “hadhihi” rather than the masculine
“hadha”—though both are grammatically valid with the
word sabil. Scholars and linguists have noted that this
choice carries a subtle but profound message: that the way
of da‘wah is one of softness, mercy, and refined character.
Just as the feminine form conveys tenderness and
nurturing, so too must the caller to Allah embody

compassion, patience, and humility.

This prophetic path is not one of harshness or
condemnation—it is one paved with gentleness, wisdom,
and sincerity. The heart of the da‘T must mirror the mercy

of the One they call to. Just as the Qur’an carries the word

“&8l51)5” (walyatalattaf)—"Let him be gentle..."—at its

precise center, many scholars have noted that the heart of

the Qur’an is lutf: gentleness.
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This is no coincidence. It is a divine reminder that the soul
of every sincere invitation to Allah must be rooted in
compassion, not confrontation. True da‘wah flows from a
heart softened by metcy and shaped by prophetic

charactet.
As the Prophet A% said:

“Matke things easy and do not matke them difficnlt.
Give glad tidings and do not drive people away.”
(Bukhati 69, Muslim 1732)

Da‘wah is not reserved for scholars alone—it is the
responsibility of every believer who holds faith in their
heart and a sense of duty in their soul. To share a
reminder, to uplift someone's iman, or even to silently
embody the character of the Prophet Alst—this too is
da‘wah. When offered with sincerity and wisdom, it is no
less than worship, and it becomes a light passed from heart

to heart.

In previous nations, it was enough to simply worship

Allah, as He says:

“I did not create jinn and mankind except to
worship Me.”
(Surah adh-Dhariyat 51:56)
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But for this Ummah—the final nation—our role carties a
heavier trust. Since the Prophet Muhammad Al is the
last Messenger, the duty of carrying his message continues
through us. Da‘wah is not merely a noble act; it is a

personal obligation (fard ‘ayn) on each believer in some

capacity.

This instruction wasn’t for the elite or the learned
alone—it was for the Ummah as a whole. Our silence
cannot be an excuse when we carry even a word of truth.
Da‘wah, done with love and clarity, is both a trust and a

path to salvation—for ourselves and others.

~ The gentler the call, the deeper it echoes in the heart. ~
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Standing in Prayer on Laylat al-Qadr

In the stillness of the Night of Decree, the veil between the
heavens and the earth thins, and divine mercy descends
with the angels. It is a night unlike any other — when
worship carries the weight of a thousand months, and

sincere hearts are washed in forgiveness.

The Messenger of Allah s said:

435 e 38 La A1 i LRI Uley) L3 AL 46
(Bukhai 1901, Muslim 760)

Transliteration:

Man gama laylata al-gadyi imanan wa-ihtisaban ghufira lahu ma

taqaddama min dbanbibi

Translation:

“Whoever stands (in prayer) during the
Night of Decree out of faith and in
expectation of reward, his previous sins will

be forgiven.”
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Reflection

There are nights in the rhythm of creation when time folds

in upon itself, when the ink of destiny flows, and the

heavens open in mercy. Laylat al-Qadr is the crown of such

nights. It is the night when the Qur’an descended —
just as revelation, but as revolution. The divine word
touched the earth, forever altering its course, guiding

hearts from darkness into light.

Allah Himself elevates this night in the Qur’an:

“Tndeed, We sent the Qur'an down during the
Night of Decree.

And what can matke yon know what is the Night of
Decree?

The Night of Decree is better than a thousand
months.

The angels and the Spirit descend therein by
permission of their Lord for every matter.

Peace it is until the emergence of dawn.”

(Sarah al-Qadr 97:1-5)

not
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Laylat al-Qadr is not just a night of forgiveness — it is a
night of destiny. Every decree for the coming year is
written. To worship on this night is to engage with the
Divine at the turning point of fate. It is a mercy that such a
powerful moment is made accessible to us annually — a
window through which our prayers, hopes, and regrets are

lifted to the heavens.

The Prophet ke said:

“Whoever stands (in prayer) during the Night of
Decree out of faith and in expectation of reward, bis

previons sins will be forgiven.”

(Bukhari 1901, Muslim 760)

On this night, the angels descend — not with wrath or
punishment, but with peace. They come bearing the
decrees of the coming year: who shall live, who shall return
to their Lord, what provisions shall be expanded, which
hearts shall be guided. Everything is written, and yet we are
given the chance to shape that writing — with prayer, with

sincerity, with tears shed in the silence of the night.
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The Prophet At said:

“Seek Laylat al-Qadr in the last ten nights of
Ramadan.”
(Bukhari 2020, Muslim 1169)

This night is for us to search with sincerity, to approach
the final nights not with exhaustion, but anticipation. In
this single night, a lifetime of shortcomings can be erased,

and a new path can begin — one lit by divine favor.

~ One night’s vigil, a year’s sins foroiven. ~
0] ht'’s vigil, )
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Supplication After Eating

Gratitude turns meals into mercy.

The Prophet ke said:
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(Sunan al-Tirmidht 3458)

Transliteration:

Man akala ta‘aman thumma qala al-hamdn lillahi alladhi at ‘amani
hadha wa-ragaqanibi min ghayri hawlin minni wa-la guwwatin, ghufira

labu ma tagaddama min dbanbibi.

Translation:

“Whoever eats food and says, ‘Al praise is due to
Allah who fed me this and provided it for me
withont any power or strength from myself,” his

previous sins will be forgiven.”
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Reflection

Gratitude is the soul’s acknowledgment of Allah’s endless
mercy. When we thank Him after eating, we recognize that
sustenance is not earned by our own strength but given by
His generous grace. This simple act is more than
etiquette—it is a profound moment of spiritual cleansing

and renewal. Allah commands us in the Qur’an:

"If you are grateful, I will surely increase you [in

Savor]."
(Surah Ibrahim 14:7)

This promise reminds us that gratitude is itself a means of
multiplying blessings and opening the door to forgiveness.

The Prophet gt also said:

“The best of people are those who are most grateful.”
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 1955)

By expressing thanks with sincerity, we not only honor
Allah’s gifts but also soften the heart and draw closer to
Him. The prayer after eating encapsulates this
beautifully—turning a simple meal into an act that cleanses

past shortcomings and invites mercy.

~ A bite of thanks, a burden lifted. ~
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Last Words Being the Testimony of Faith

As life nears its end, the soul stands at the edge of
eternity—between the seen and unseen. In that sacred
closing moment, the final words spoken are not merely
utterances; they are a testimony that echoes into the
Hereafter. A single phrase, said with sincerity, can seal

one’s salvation.

The Prophet Mt said,

B )55 W) A Y 1a0¥8 53T 836 s

Transliteration:

Man kanat akbiru kalamibi la ilaba illa Allahn dakhal al-jannata.

Translation:

“Whoevers last words are ‘La ilaba illa Allah’

will enter Paradise.”
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Reflection

The final breath is not merely a conclusion, but a
culmination — the soul’s echo of a lifetime’s devotion.
Uttering “La ilaha illa Allah” as one's last words is not
incidental; it is the fruit of a heart trained in remembrance,

a tongue softened by dhikr, and a life aligned with fawhid.

Through His eternal words, Al-Hadi, the Perfect Guide,

assures us:

“Allab keeps firm those who believe, with the firm
word, in worldly life and in the Hereafter.”
(Surah Ibrabim 14:27)

This thabat (steadfastness) at the moment of death is a
mercy — a divine anchoring of faith when the soul
prepares to depart. The best preparation, then, is a life
lived in remembrance so that the tongue does not falter

when it matters most.

~ A lifetime’s end, a gateway to eternity. ~
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Building a Masjid

Constructing for Allah’s sake brings reward. Beyond
earthly architecture, this is a structure rooted in intention
— a sanctuary of servitude. Every stone placed in His

name echoes in the Hereafter.

The Prophet st said,

wd‘ostwd

(Bukhari 450, Muslim 533)

Transliteration:
Man bana masjidan li-llahi wa-law bi-hajmi ‘ashshi ta'irin bana Allahu

labu baytan fi al-jannati.

Translation:

“W hoever builds a masjid for Allab, even if it be
the size of a bird’s nest, Allah will build for him a

house in Paradise.”
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Reflection

Not all structures stand the test of time, but a masjid built
for the sake of Allah endures beyond the limits of this
world. It shelters the prayers of the grateful, the footsteps
of seckers, and the silence of sujad. When a believer
contributes, even in the smallest way, to a house of Allah, it
is as if they’ve laid the foundation for their own eternal

dwelling.

Al-“Alim, the All-Knowing, sees the sincerity behind every
effort — whether it is a gold brick or a humble handful of

clay. The Qur’an declares:

“The mosques of Allah are only to be maintained by
those who believe in Allah and the Last Day...”
(Surah At-Tawbah 9:18)

A brick placed here becomes a beacon there. And what is
built for Allah is never lost. Even a space as small as a
bird’s nest, if given with sincerity, becomes a key to an

eternal abode.

~ A brick laid, a mansion earned in heaven. ~
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Seeking Knowledge

Learning purifies the soul. It is not merely the gathering of
information, but a sacred journey — one that begins with

humility and ends in closeness to the Divine.
The Prophet it said,
o 01 045 e 8 el i ol
s5301 J) bl
(Muslim 2699)

Transliteration:
Man salaka tarigan yaltamisi fibi ‘iman sahala Alldbu labn bibi

tarigan ila al-jannati.

Translation:

“W hoever takes a path in search of knowledge,
Allah will make easy for him a path to Paradise.”
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Reflection

The path to Paradise begins with a question. When a heart
seeks knowledge with sincerity, it opens itself to
transformation — one lesson at a time. To walk toward
knowledge is to walk toward light, and each step taken in

that pursuit becomes an act of worship.

Allah, Ar-Rashid, the Guide to the Right Path, places
clarity in the hearts of those who yearn to understand. The
Qur’an describes the unique station of those granted

knowledge:

Allah will raise those who have believed among yon
and those who were given knowledge, by degrees...”
(Surah Al-Mujadilah 58:11)

Knowledge is more than intellect — it is illumination
(nar), responsibility, and nearness. The one who seeks with

humility is taught by the Most Merciful.

~ Each lesson learned, a step toward forgiveness. ~
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Leaving That Which Does Not Concern One

Silence from idle talk cleanses. In a world overflowing with
opinions and distractions, the believer is called to a higher
discipline — to speak with purpose and refrain from what

bears no spiritual weight.

The Prophet Al said,
et Lo B35 2300 A3La) 55 03
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 2377)

Transliteration:

Min husni Lslami al-mar’i tarkubu ma la ya‘nib.

Translation:

“From the excellence of a man’s Islim is that he

leaves what does not concern him.”
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Reflection

What we choose not to say can shape our spiritual state
more than what we do. The practice of leaving what is
unnecessary is not silence alone — it is refinement of the

soul, the art of preserving energy for what truly matters.

Allah, Al-Hakim, the All-Wise, teaches us through
restraint, molding the heart by limiting the tongue. For
those who guard their speech, the reward is serenity —

both inward and eternal. The Qut’an reminds us:

“Not a word does one utter except that there is an

observer ready to record.”

(Siirah Qdf 50:18)

In a time when speech is cheap, silence becomes sacred. To
withdraw from the trivial is not weakness — it is spiritual
strength. It is a choice to invest in what brings lasting

peace rather than momentary noise.

~ In restraint, a heart finds peace and pardon. ~
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Dhikr in the Marketplace

Even busy places offer mercy. The hustle and bustle of the
marketplace are not barriers to remembrance; rather, they

become a stage for mercy to descend in subtle whispers.

The Prophet Mt said,

P
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(Muslim 2730)

Transliteration:
Man gala la hawla wa-la guwwata illa billahi f7 as-siqi, yassara Allahn
labn khurjan min kulli hamm, wa farraja ‘anhu kulla karb, wa ragaqahu

min haythu la yahtasib.
Translation:

“Whoever says ‘La hawla wa-la quwwata illa
billal’ in the marketplace, Allah will make easy for
him a way out of every distress and a relief from
every worry, and will provide for him from where he

does not expect.”
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Reflection

In the midst of worldly transactions, a simple phrase of
remembrance (dbikr) becomes a balm for the soul.
Ar-Rahman, the Most Merciful, scatters mercy even in the
busiest corners where hearts may easily forget their

Creator.
The Qut’an illuminates this divine grace:

“Remember Me, and I will remember yon.”

(Strabh Al-Bagarah 2:152)

Dhikr is not confined to quiet spaces; it thrives where life
unfolds in all its noise and motion. A whispet of /i hawla
wa-ld guwwata amid commerce is a soul redeemed and sins

forgiven.

~ A whisper amid commerce, a sonl redeemed. ~
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Du‘as for Specific Occasions

Intentional prayers multiply blessings. The Prophet ik
taught various du‘@s for everyday moments, such as when
entering a town, leaving a gathering, showing hospitality, or

wearing new clothes.
The Prophet st said,
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Transliteration:

Allabumma nrzngna khayra hadbibi al-balda wa kbayra abliba
Subhanaka Allahumma wa bi-hamdika, ash-hadu an la ilaba illa anta
Qabila Allahu minna wa minka

Allahumma laka al-hamdn anta kasawtanihi as’aluka kbhayrabu wa

kbayra ma Suni‘a lahn
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Translation:

“O Allab, grant us the best of this town and the
best of its people.”
(Abu Dawad 5096)

“Glory be to You, O Allah, and praise, I bear
witness there is no god but Yon.”

(Abu Dawud 4859)

“May Allah accept your hospitality.”
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 2035)

“O Allah, praise is Yours for this clothing, I seek
its good and the good it was made for.”
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 1767)
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Reflection

Every moment carries the potential for connection with
the Divine when framed by intentional prayer. Through
these du‘as, Ar-Rahman, the Most Merciful, invites us to
make our daily encounters and rituals acts of worship,

transforming the mundane into the sacred.
The Qut’an encourages such mindfulness:

“Call wpon Me; 1 will respond to you.”
(Surah Ghafir 40:60)

By invoking Allah’s mercy at specific occasions, we
cultivate a life of gratitude and trust. These supplications
become anchors, reminding us that every experience, big

or small, is a chance to seck and receive mercy.

~ Every occasion a chance to seek and receive mercy. ~
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Du‘@ of Distress (Salat al-Hajah)

A prayer in need brings relief. Among the greatest gifts the
Prophet Alsif left us is 2 means to draw close to Allah in
our most desperate moments: Salat al-Hajah—the Prayer
of Need. When the heart tightens and no door seems
open, the believer stands, prays two rak ‘ahs, and asks. No
intercession is needed, no witness required. Just you, your

Lord, and a request wrapped in faith.
The Prophet Al said:

00 &) it &1 5 585 Lo o

-

(Sunan al-Tirmidht 3581)

Transliteration:
Man salla rak ‘atayn thumma da'a Alldha istajaba labn in kdina

khbayran labu.
Translation:

“Whoever performs two rak “abs and then
supplicates to Allab, He will respond—if it is good
Sor bim.”

Page - 117



Reflection

There is a silent dignity in distress when it leads one to the
prayer mat. Salat al-Hajah is not merely ritual—it is refuge.
It reminds us that help does not come from means alone,

but from the One who controls all means.

In a moment of vulnerability, two units of prayer become a
vessel of hope. The believer, bowed in humility, asks not
with entitlement but with surrender. And Allah, who hears
the whisper of the soul before it reaches the lips,
responds—not always with what is wanted, but always with

what is best.

As Allah . says:

5e3 13] Sadall Lo el

“Is He [not best] who responds to the
desperate one when he calls upon Him?”

(Surah an-Naml 27:62)

This verse is both reminder and reassurance: du‘a’ made in
desperation does not drift in vain—it is carried by angels

and answered by the Most Merciful.
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Let every difficulty be a reason to rise in prayer. For in the
stillness after sajdah, there lies the nearness of the One

who says:

“Call wpon Me; 1 will respond to you.”
(Strah Ghafir 40:60)

~ In desperation, a prayer that opens the gates of grace. ~
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Chapter VIII: Divine Decree &
Major Life Events

Belief in Divine Dectee — A/~-Qadr — is not a side matter
of faith, but its very foundation. It is considered the sixth
pillar of Islam, and the one that ties everything else
together. Without belief in Allah’s complete knowledge,
power, and control over all things — past, present, and

future — a believet's Iman remains incomplete.

Qadr means that everything that happens — joy or loss,
wealth or poverty, hardship or ease — unfolds exactly as
Allah willed. It was written before we were born, decreed
with perfect wisdom, and tailored for each soul. Our lives
are not shaped by coincidence, but by the precise hand of
Al-‘Allm  (The All-Knowing) and Al-Hakim (The
All-Wise).

This understanding is not only a comfort — itis a

command.
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Allah £ says in Sarah Al-Bagarah:
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Wa la-nabluwannakum bishay in mina al-khawfi wa
al-jii ‘i wa naqsin mina al-anwali wa al-anfusi wa

al-thamarat; wa bashshir al-sabirin

"We will certainly test you with a touch of
fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives, and
provision. But give glad tidings to those who

patiently endure.”

(2:155)
These five categories — fear, hunger, wealth, lives, and
provision — are trials that nearly everyone will face. But

they are not arbitrary. The Arabic word used for calamity in
the very next verse is musibah (%=%), and it holds a

powerful linguistic secret.
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Allah . continues in Sarah Al-Baqarah:
sier’ o] BJs ol 0] 5006 &md odinl 15 sl

Alladhina idha asabat-hum musibab qali inna lillabi

wa inna ilaybi raji ‘in

"Those who, when a calamity strikes them,
say: ‘Indeed, to Allah we belong, and indeed,
to Him we shall return.”

(Sirabh Al-Bagarah 2:156)

Here, the verb asabat-hum (p.g.ul..bl — “it struck them”)

comes from the root asaba (ulel), meaning: to hit the

mark, to reach the target. And the noun musibah

(calamity) is derived from this same root.

This means every hardship — every musibah — is a direct
hit, never a misfire. It didn’t come to you by accident. It
was written for you, aimed at you, and delivered with
precision. Not to destroy, but to elevate you. What reached
you was never going to miss, and what missed you was
never going to reach — no matter what precautions or

plans you made.

That is Qadr.
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This understanding doesn't just bring relief; it brings
transformation. And yet, Allah doesn’t promise glad tidings
just to those who believe in Qadr — He reserves it for

those who respond to it with patience.
Here enters the second theme: Sabr.

Sabr — often translated as patience — means far more
than waiting quietly. Linguistically, it means to hold back. It
is the deliberate restraint of the tongue from complaint,
the hands from harm, and the heart from despair. Sabr is
not passivity — it’s strength, trust, and submission in

motion.
And how does a believer express this sabr? Allah teaches:

“Indeed, to Allah we belong, and to Hin we shall

return.”

Inna lillahi wa inna ilayhi raji Gn is not simply a phrase for
funerals — it is a spiritual shield. A remembrance taught to
this Ummah specifically for moments of loss, difficulty,
and sudden trial. It is meant to soothe the heart, calm the
nerves, and even bring a quiet smile to the believer’s face.
Why? Because saying it places you among the ranks of the
sabirin — those promised mercy, guidance, and reward

beyond measure.
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Allah £ furthermore says in Sarah Al-Baqarah:
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Ula’ika ‘alayhim salawdtun min rabbibim wa rahmab,

wa #ild ika bumun al-mubtadin

"It is they upon whom are blessings from
their Lord and mercy. And it is they who are
rightly guided.”

(Surah Al-Bagarah 2:157)

Even Prophet Ya‘qub (Jacob) ‘alayhi as-salam, when faced
with the loss of Yasuf (Joseph), said: "I will bear a beantiful
patience.” But if this verse had been revealed in his time, he
may have said “Inna lillahi...” — the phrase that now lifts

the Ummabh in its most painful moments.

This is why Qadr and Sabr are inseparable: one is the
decree, the other is the response. One is from Allah, the

other is for Him.

And when both come together in the heart of the believer

— the result is nothing less than Paradise.
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The Prophet At said:

"Faith wears out in the heart of anyone of you just
as clothes wear out, so ask Allab to renew faith in
your hearts."

(Abii Dawid 144)

This chapter explores the major transitions and defining
events of life — birth, death, marriage, loss — through the
lens of Qadr and Sabr. 1t offers a path to understanding, to

healing, and to hope.

It reminds us that when you trust in the wisdom of
Al-Hakim and respond like a true servant, even heartbreak

becomes a doorway to mercy.

~ What was written for you will never miss you, and what

missed you was never written for you. ~
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Enduring Hardship and Illness

Endurance brings reward. Life is full of moments that test
the body, strain the heart, or wear down the spirit.
Whether through illness, emotional pain, or burdens that
seem invisible to others, these trials are never unnoticed by

Allah &.. For the believer, every difficulty carries mercy.

The Prophet At said:
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Ma yusibu al-Muslinn min nasbin wa-la waja‘in wa-la
nasbin wa-la huznin wa-la adbayin wa-la ghammin
hatta ash-shawkatu yushakunba illa kaffara Allahn biha
min khatdydb.

(Bukhatt 5641, Muslim 2573)

Translation:

“No fatigue, nor disease, nor sorrow, nor sadness,
nor hurt, nor distress befalls a Muslim — even to
the extent of a thorn pricking him — except that

Allah expiates some of his sins through it.”
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Reflection

How does a thorn cleanse the soul? How can sorrow
become a source of mercy? In the economy of Divine
Mercy, even pain is a gift. Through illness, exhaustion,
grief, and hardship — things most would run from —
Allah is actually pulling the believer closer. He is not

punishing, but purifying. Not abandoning, but preparing.

These moments are where Qadr meets Sabr. And where
Sabr — even silent, teatful, trembling Sabr — meets

forgiveness.

Allah & says:
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Ma asaba min musibabin illa bi’idbni Allab; wa
man yu’ min billahi yahdi qalbah; wa Allahu
bi-kulli shay’in ‘alim

“No calamity befalls except by permission
of Allah. And whoever believes in Allah —
He will guide his heart. And Allah is
Knowing of all things.”

(Surah At-Taghabun 64:11)
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The word musibah again appears — reminding us that the
pain which hits us was always meant for us. But belief
transforms it. The one who trusts in Allah is given
something deeper than relief — they are given a guided

heart.

Patience is not a numb silence. It is an inner stillness that
says, “I don’t understand why this hurts — but 1 trust the One who

sent it.”

That trust is rewarded. Sometimes the illness leaves the

body, and sometimes it stays — but sins are lifted, and the

soul rises.

~ Every pain a purification, every fear a cleansing. ~
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Embracing Islam

A new beginning erases the past. In the sight of Allah *,
no past is too heavy, no life too dark to be lit by the light
of submission. When a person embraces Islam sincerely,
they are not just entering a new faith — they are stepping

into forgiveness, mercy, and renewal.
The Prophet Lk said:

A0 Lo A% 2Ly
(Muslim 121)

Transliteration:

AlIskanm yanthii ma qablabu.

Translation:

“Isiam wipes out what came before it.”
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Reflection
Islam doesn’t just welcome the seeker — it purifies them.

When someone embraces the faith with sincerity, their
entire record of past sins is erased. Not reviewed, not
reduced — erased. This isn’t symbolic; it’s literal. The one

who enters Islam does so as if newly born.

The Prophet At once said to ‘Amr ibn al-‘As when he

accepted Islam:

“Do you not know that accepting Islam
wipes away all that came before it?”

(Muslim 121)

This is divine mercy in its clearest form — A/-Ghafiir

wiping the slate clean.

And from that moment forward, every prayer, every fast,
every good deed begins building a future unburdened by

the past.
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Allah & says:

G 8 o 5 o) T3 o

Qul lilladhina kafari in yantabi yughfar labum
ma qad salaf

“Say to those who disbelieve: if they stop
(their denial), what is past will be forgiven
for them.”

(Siirah Al-Anfal 8:38)

This is not just theological — it is transformational. Islam

doesn’t hold your past against you. It invites you to begin

again. Clean. Whole. Free.

~ A single step into faith, a lifetime of sins forgotten. ~
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Performing Hijrah

Migration for Allah’s sake brings mercy. When a person
leaves behind their homeland, comfort, and familiarity
solely for the pleasure of Allah %, that step becomes a
witness to their sincerity. Hijrah is not only a physical
journey — it is a spiritual migration away from sin,

towards redemption.
The Prophet Al said:
@5 L 235y
(Bukharf 3922)

Transliteration:

Al-hijratu tamhi ma qablaha.

Translation:

“Hijrah wipes out what came before it.”
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Reflection

Hijrah isn’t limited to the famous migration from Makkah
to Madinah. It is any act of leaving behind something for
the sake of Allah — whether it’s a land, a lifestyle, or a

habit that distances one from Him.

To walk away from sin, even when it’s comfortable. To
leave behind status, wealth, or convenience because the din
demands it. That is the heart of hijrah. It’s not easy — but

neither is carrying the weight of an unchanged soul.

And today, hijrah remains very much relevant. Moving to a
new city or country with the sincere #yyab (intention) of
seeking better Islamic education for your children, joining
a more supportive believing community, or simply striving
to be closer to Allah — all these are valid forms of hijrah.
The physical journey may look different, but the spiritual

essence remains the same.

As long as it is done sincerely for the sake of Allah,
Insha’Allah it will be recorded as hijrah and carry its

beautiful rewards.
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Allah Al-Hakeem % says:

“Tndeed, those who believed and emigrated and
struggled in the canse of Allah — it is they who
hope for the mercy of Allah. And Allah is
Forgiving, Merciful.”

(Surah Al-Baqarah 2:218)

Hijrah is a bold step of Iman. A line drawn in the sand —

from who we were to who we now choose to be.

~ A journey for Allah, a slate wiped clean. ~
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Martyrdom

Ultimate sacrifice guarantees forgiveness. The martyr’s
blood is not merely spilled on earth — it is raised as a
witness before the Throne of Ar-Rahman. To give one’s life
for the sake of Allah is to meet Him with the purest form

of sincerity.

The Prophet At said:
as5 o 335 5l & 54k A gl
(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 1641)

Transliteration:

Ash-shabidu yughfaru lahu bi-awwali qatratin min damibi.

Translation:

“The martyr is forgiven with the first drop of his
blood.”
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Reflection

Martyrdom, or shahadab, is not merely death on the
battlefield — it is the highest form of surrender. The shabhid
bears witness, not only with his tongue but with his life,
that nothing deserves devotion except Allah. In that
moment, every sin is wiped away, every burden lifted. The
first drop of blood does not touch the ground before
Al-Ghafir forgives him, and Ar-Rahim welcomes him with

mercy.

But this station of honor is not restricted to those at wat.
Even in peaceful lands, the believer can die the death of a
shabid through sincerity, struggle, or righteous striving —
defending truth, secking knowledge, serving others, or

even perishing in calamity with steadfast faith.

Among the most beautiful supplications in this regard was
that of “Umar ibn al-Khattab, Amir al-Mu minin (Leader
of the Believers), RadiyAllahu ‘anhu. In his sujud

(prostration), he would often weep and say:

“O Allah, grant me the death of a martyr in
the city of Your beloved Messenger iy A
by the hand of a man who has never

prostrated to You.”
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Those around him found the du'a’ astonishing. How could
one be martyred in Madinah — a city of peacer Yet
Al-Qadir, the All-Powerful, decreed it exactly as “Umar ibn
al-Khattab, RadiyAllahu ‘anhu, asked. He was struck while
leading prayer, within the Masjid of the Prophet 5k, by a
man who had never bowed to Allah — and thus his

supplication was fulfilled word for word.

Martyrdom, therefore, is not a pursuit of death but of
devotion — a desire to meet Allah with a pure heart,

untainted by this world’s illusions.

~ A drop of blood, a soul purified forever. ~
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Seeing the Prophet L in a Dream

A vision brings blessing. To see the Prophet Ao ina

dream is a sacred experience — one not born of
imagination, but gifted from the unseen. It is a spiritual
grace that cannot be faked or forged, for the Messenger of

Allah 252 assured us that such a vision is true.
3 GUALEN 31 15 a8 sl 3 1) e
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(Bukhari 6995, Muslim 2266)

Transliteration:
Man raani i al-manami fa-qad raani fa-inna ash-shaytana la

yatamaththaln bi.

Translation:

"W hoever sees me in a dream has truly seen me, for

Shaytan cannot impersonate me."
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Reflection

To dream of the Prophet Alsif is not merely a vision — it
is a moment of nearness, a divine mercy that enters the
heart in sleep. Such a dream is not like other dreams; it is
truth cloaked in the unseen, a comfort sent from Allah &
to the one He chooses. This means that the one who
beholds him — with the intention of righteousness and
the remembrance of Allah — has received a gift of clarity

and truth.

Yet, this blessing is not earned through wishful thinking
alone. It is often preceded by love, obedience, and longing,
The heart that lives with salawat (prayers upon the Prophet
A”.l;‘ifn), that studies his life, and walks in his footsteps —

such a heart becomes fertile ground for this vision.
As Allah & says:

"Indeed, those who believe and do righteons deeds —
the Most Merciful will appoint for them affection.”
(Sarah Maryam 19:96)

To love the Prophet At is to follow him. And to follow

him is to draw close — even in our dreams.

~ A dream of the Prophet Lisike, a touch of divine mercy. ~
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The Special Hour on Friday

A moment of answered prayers. Within the day of Jumu ab lies a
sacred hour — a window of divine generosity. In it, the heavens open,
and du'a’ ascends with a promise of response. The Prophet Lsf
assured us that whoever seiges that moment with prayer and sincerity

will not be turned away.
£33 plaall Lo 13 aaad)l o83 3 460 Alia
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(Bukhari 935)

Transliteration:
Hunaka saatun fi yawmi al-jummn ‘ati idba salla al-Muslimn wa-da‘a

Allaha istajaba lahn.

Translation:

"There is an hour on Friday when if a Muslim
prays and asks Allab for something, He will grant

Z’l‘.”
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Reflection

Every Jumu‘ah carries a secret — a hidden hour veiled in
the rhythm of the day, known only to Allah #%. The
believer does not know its precise moment, but he seeks it

with hopeful hands and a heart stretched in du‘a’.

Some scholars said it is the last hour before sunset, when
the light begins to fade and hearts soften in reflection.
Others believed it lies between the imam’s khutbah and the
conclusion of the prayer. But the exact time is unknown —
and that is its gift. For when the hour is hidden, the entire

day becomes sacred.
The Prophet A said:

"Increase your prayers upon me on the day and night

of Junin “ab, for your blessings are presented to me."

(Nasa'1 1374)

Thus, Jumu‘ah is not just a weekly obligation — it is a
divine opportunity. A day of light, of answered prayers, of

renewed mercy.

~ A fleeting hour, a fountain of forgiveness. ~
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Chapter IX: Seeking Forgiveness
for Others

In a world that often urges us to think only of ourselves,
Islam teaches the opposite: mercy multiplies when it is
shared. One of the most profound expressions of this
truth lies in seeking forgiveness—not just for our own sins,
but for the sins of others. To raise one’s hands and whisper
a du‘a’ for another soul, asking Allah to pardon them, to
heal them, to guide them—is to take part in a deeply

sacred exchange.

Intercession (shafa‘ah) is not merely a future hope
reserved for the Day of Judgment. It is a living, daily
practice available to anyone who cares enough to pray for
someone else. In doing so, we act as vessels of divine
mercy—channels through which the light of forgiveness

flows from the heavens to the earth.
Allah - commands in the Qur’an:

nd ask forgiveness of your Lord and then repent
to Him. Indeed, my Lord is Merciful and
Alffectionate.”

(Sarah Had 11:90)
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The Prophet Ay emphasized the power of such prayers,

saying:

“Whoever seeks forgiveness for the believing men and
women, Allah will record for him a good deed for
every believing man and woman.”

(Muslim 2699)

This means a single, sincere supplication can ecarn a
believer thousands—if not millions—of rewards, simply by
remembering others in their moments of turning to Allah.

But it does not stop there.

In another narration, the Prophet Azt revealed a divine

secret:

“No Muskim servant supplicates for his brother
bebind his back except that the angel says: ‘Amin,
and for you the same.””

(Muslim 2733)

Imagine that—while you quietly pray for someone else, an
angel is praying for yox in return. Your kindness is
immediately echoed in the unseen realm. This is the
spitritual symmetry of du‘a’: what you ask for others, you

receive yourself.
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This chapter explores how seeking forgiveness for others
softens the heart, strengthens the bonds of the ummah,
and invites mercy into both lives—the one prayed for, and
the one who prays. It is a reminder that we are not alone in
our striving, and that part of our healing lies in asking

Allah to heal others.

From the earliest generation, believers knew this secret: the
shortest path to being forgiven... is asking Allah to forgive

someone else.

~ The hand that lifts in prayer for others is never lowered

without a gift for itself. ~
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Forty Men Praying Janazah

The final rites of a believer are not only a farewell, but a
collective plea for forgiveness. When a group gathers in
sincerity to pray over a departed soul, they become
intercessors on that person’s behalf. In this sacred
moment, their unified voices rise like incense — a shared

invocation for mercy.

The Prophet Al said:
b ally 5585433155 feal alle Lo o
0 Al Agakd

(Muslim 948)

Transliteration:

Man salla “alaybi arba ‘iina rajulan la yushrikina billahi shay’an,
shaffa ‘abummn Allahu fih.

Translation:

“W hoever has forty men pray over him who do not
associate anything with Allab, Allah will accept

their intercession for him.”
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Reflection

Janazah prayer is not just an obligation — it is an
opportunity for intercession. It is a moment when the
living can speak on behalf of the dead, pleading for their
forgiveness before the Most Merciful. But this Hadith
reveals something even more intimate: that the #umber of

sincere believers present matters.

Forty hearts in submission. Forty tongues free from shirk.
Forty supplications rising in unison. Allah, in His mercy,
grants their du‘a’ acceptance — not because of ritual, but

because of sincerity, unity, and belief.

The Prophet Mz also said:

“Whenever a Muslim dies, and a group of Muslims
numbering one bundred pray over bim, and all

intercede for him, their intercession is accepted.”

(Muslim 947)

This is not a contradiction. Rather, it is divine generosity
— allowing multiple paths for mercy. Whether forty or one
hundred, Allah accepts the sincere intercession of the
believers. It shows us that the funeral prayer is not merely
for closure — it is a gate through which forgiveness

descends.
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And what of those who offer this du'a’? They too are

lifted.

The Prophet A5t taught:

“Whoever attends the funeral until the prayer is

offered will have a reward like one Qirat. And

whoever attends until the burial will have two

Qirdts... each Qirdt is like Mount Uhud.”
(Bukhari 47, Muslim 945)

Janazah is not an end, but a beginning — for the deceased,

and for those who remember them in prayer.

~ Forty voices, one soul lifted to mercy. ~
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A Righteous Child Seeking Forgiveness for

Parents

Filial piety does not end with a parent’s life — it continues
in the quiet prayers whispered by a righteous child. The
connection between parent and child is sacred, and Islam
transforms that bond into a spiritual bridge across worlds.
When a child lifts their hands in du‘a’ for a deceased
mother or father, it is not just an act of love — it is an act

of worship that brings reward to both souls.

The Prophet Al said:

4835 oli b ] dag 3B HLLSYI Ela 13)
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Idha mata al-insann inqata‘a ‘amalubu illa min
thalath: Sadagatin jariyyatin aw ‘ilpun yuntafa‘n bibi
aw waladun $alihun yad i lahu.

(Muslim 1631)
Translation:

“When a person dies, their deeds come to an end
except for three: ongoing charity, beneficial
knowledge, or a righteons child who prays for them.”
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Reflection

When a parent leaves this world, their book of deeds
begins to close — but not entirely. Islam, in its mercy,
grants lifelines from the living: sadaqah jariyah (ongoing
charity), knowledge that continues to benefit others, and
the pure supplication of a righteous child. These are not
loopholes — they are signs of divine justice and familial

love.

The prayer of a child is unlike any other. It rises from
gratitude, duty, and blood-bound affection. It carries not
only the child’s sincerity, but also the weight of the parent’s
sacrifice — years of nurturing, protecting, and teaching.
And now, after death, it is the child who nuttutes the soul

of the parent with du‘a’.
Allah % commands in the Qur’an:

"And lower to them the wing of bumility out of
mercy and say: "My Lord, have mercy on them as

they raised me when I was small.""

(Surah Al-Isra’ 17:24)

This du‘a’ is timeless. Whether said in life or after death, it

remains a source of reward and a cause for forgiveness.
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The Prophet At also said:

%A servant may be raised in rank in Paradise and
will say: ‘My Lord, how did I get this?’ He will be
told: By your child’s seeking forgiveness for you.””
(Ibn Majah 3660)

Such is the reward of sincere du‘a’ — it reaches the
heights of Paradise. It is a gift the living can give that no

wealth can buy.

Every time a righteous child asks Allah to forgive their
parents, it is as if light is sent into their grave — and

elevation is written in their record.

~ A child’s prayer, a parent’s sins forgiven. ~

Page - 150



Du‘a’ for the Deceased at a Funeral

A final blessing offered in the presence of those who have
departed this wotld — du‘a’ at the funeral is a sacred
moment of mercy and hope. It is not simply a ritual, but a
heartfelt plea for forgiveness, mercy, and peace for the soul
leaving behind this transient life. The Prophet it
emphasized the importance of sincerity when praying over
the deceased, reminding us that these prayers carry

immense weight in the sight of Allah.

The Prophet Al said:

e 1901306 cos Ll pls 1)
(Abt Dawad 3199)

Transliteration:

Idha sallaytum “ala mayyitin fa-akblisi labn ad-du‘a’.

Translation:

“When you pray over a deceased person, matke a

sincere supplication for bim.”
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Reflection

The janazah prayer is a communal act that links the living
with the departed, binding hearts in shared remembrance
and supplication. It is a moment when words of mercy and

forgiveness rise, carried by the voices of those gathered.

Sincerity in du'a’ transforms mere words into powerful
intercession. The supplicant speaks from the heart, asking
Allah, the Most Merciful, to envelop the deceased in
forgiveness, to ease their grave, and to grant them entry
into the vast gardens of Jannah. This act benefits not only
the departed but also the one who prays. Our intercession

becomes a form of charity, ongoing and alive.
Remember the Hadith:

“Whoever seeks forgiveness for the believing men and
women, Allah will record for him a good deed for
every believing man and woman.”

(Muslim 2699)

Thus, the janazah prayer is more than an obligation; it is a
mercy given and received, a moment when the Ummah

stands united in hope, love, and remembrance.

~ A prayer for the dead, a mercy for the living. ~

Page - 152



Chapter X: Conclusion - Living a

Life of Repentance

Tawbah is not an event. It is a way of life.

For the believer, repentance is not only reserved for
moments of crisis or after visible sin. It is a daily return—a
rhythm of the soul constantly turning back to its Source.
Just as the heart beats without our command, so too
should tawbah pulse through our spiritual life—unseen,

continuous, essential.

The Prophet At said:

"O people, repent to Allab, for I repent to Him a
hundred times a day."
(Muslim 2702)

If the most sinless of creation repented so frequently, what
of us? His example A% shows us that tawbah is not

shame—it is shifa’. It is not weakness—it is worship.
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Throughout this book, we have walked the prophetic path:
du‘a’s whispered in distress, nights lit with prayer, hands
opened in charity, tongues softened with dhikr. Each of
these acts is more than ritual—they are doors to divine

forgiveness.

Allah &, says:

i jedeig & 408 @l 3 lesd Jasi os3
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“Whoever does wrong or wrongs himself
and then seeks forgiveness from Allah will
tind Allah Most Forgiving, Most Merciful.”
(Sarah An-Nisa’ 4:110)

There is no sin too vast, no mistake too heavy, no distance
too far. The door remains open. And every act we’ve
explored—salah, sawm, sadaqah—is a step closer to that
door. A single sincere moment can outweigh a lifetime of

heedlessness.

But the greatest gift is not only that Allah forgives—it is

that He loves to forgive.
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The Prophet At said:

"Allah is more joyful at the repentance of
His servant than one who finds his camel
after losing it in the desert.”

(Bukhari 6309, Muslim 2747)
This is not just forgiveness. It is divine joy.

To live a life of repentance is to live a life of hope. And
hope, in the language of faith, is not passive. It is what
drives us to wake before dawn, to seek forgiveness in
prostration, to speak gently when we could have struck, to
keep returning—again and again—no matter how far we

have wandered.

This path is not one we walk perfectly. But it is one we

walk sincerely.

So may every page of this book be a reminder that you are
never too far, and it's never too late. Whether in quiet tears
or loud pleas, in whispered du‘a’ or silent regret—return.

For the One who hears repentance also loves it.

~ May we walk this path together, ever returning to

the One who forgives all. ~
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Continuing Your Journey: A

Curated Reading List

The paths to purity are lifelong, and the seeker is never
alone. The following books are trusted companions that
can help you deepen the understanding and connection

this book aims to inspite.
1. The Foundation: The Life of the Prophet R

The Sealed Nectar (Ar-Raheeq Al-Makhtum) by
Safi-ur-Rahman al-Mubarakputi

2. The Pillars of the Ummah: The Rightly Guided Caliphs

Abu Bakr As-Siddiq: His Life and Times by Dr. Ali
Muhammad as-Sallabi
'Umar ibn Al-Khattab: His Life and Times by Dr. Ali
Muhammad as-Sallabi
'Uthman ibn 'Affan: His Life and Times by Dr. Ali
Muhammad as-Sallabi
Ali ibn Abi Talib: His Life and Times by Dr. Ali
Muhammad as-Sallabi

Page - 156



3. The Luminous Household (Ahl al-Bayt)

Fatimah: The Daughter of the Prophet dlsif (Various
authors, such as by Dr. Anis Ahmad)

4. Understanding Our Ultimate Destination

The Afterlife Manual by Shaykh Ousama Alshurafa

5. The Gardens of Daily Guidance

Riyad as-Salihin (The Gardens of the Righteous) by Imam
Yahya ibn Sharaf an-Nawawi
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A Humble Introduction

This book is not the work of a scholar, nor the polished
product of a professional writer. It is the heartfelt effort of
a seeker—a servant of Allah Subhanahu wa Ta‘ala—who,
like many, walks the path of knowledge and strives to share

what little light he has found along the way.

As Allah teaches us in the Qur’an:

Qul Hadbibi Sabili — “Say: This is my way.”
(Surah Yasuf 12:108)

This verse perfectly captures my mission: to gently call
others toward Allah through wisdom, mercy, and sincerity.
Da‘wah is not reserved for scholars or preachers alone; it
is a fard ‘ayn—an individual obligation—upon every
believer in this Ummah. Each of us carries the trust and
opportunity to spread the light of guidance, earning
countless hasanat (good deeds) that only increase with

sharing,
The Prophet st said,

“If you know one word, spread it.”

(Sunan al-Tirmidhi 2651)
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This simple yet profound instruction has been my guiding
light and the greatest inspiration behind this book. To
share even one word of beneficial knowledge is a source of

ongoing reward and a path to mercy.

Throughout this journey, 1 have been deeply inspired by
the dedication of scholars and da‘wah leaders such as
Shaykh Ousama Alshurafa, Shaykh Abu Bakr Zoud, and
Shaykh Omar Suleiman—may Allah bless them and
multiply their good. Their passion for spreading the Deen
with compassion and clarity encouraged me to take this

humble step.

If this book reaches you and inspires you even slightly, I
pray it motivates you to continue this noble mission.
Because da‘wah is a collective journey—one where every
sincere word, every gentle reminder, and every kind action

echoes far beyond measure.

May Allah accept this effort and make it a means of benefit
for all who read it. May He grant us all the ability to carry
the light of His message forward with wisdom, mercy, and

sincerity.
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I am Shahriar Aziz Aakash,

a humble servant of Allah,

not a scholar, not a professional writer

just a seeker of knowledge,

passionate about sharing the limited knowledge I have,
and gently calling towards Allah,

following the path He has shown us.
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A Note on Sources and

Verification

Quzr'an Verses (All Verified as Valid)

R K2 R 2 K2 R R? K2 2 R R K2 R 2 K2 R Y K2 K2 R R K2
0“ ‘.0 0.0 0’0 0’0 0.0 0.0 0’0 0.0 0.0 0“ 0’0 0.0 0’0 0’0 0.0 0.0 0“ 0.0 0.0 0“ 0’0

2
*%*

7 7
0.0 0’0

Surah adh-Dhariyat 51:56
Surah al-Anfal 8:38
Surah al-Baqgarah 2:152
Sarah al-Baqarah 2:156
Sarah al-Baqarah 2:157
Surah al-Baqgarah 2:183
Surah al-Baqgarah 2:218
Sarah al-Bagarah 2:222
Sarah al-Baqarah 2:261
Surah al-Hajj 22:27

Surah al-Hajj 22:32

Sarah al-Huad 11:44
Sarah al-Huad 11:90
Strah al-Isra’ 17:24
Strah al-M2’idah 5:3
Surah al-M2’idah 5:6
Surah al-Mujadilah 58:11
Strah an-Naml 27:62
Sarah an-Nisa’ 4:110
Surah an-Nur 24:22
Strah Ar-Ra‘d 13:28
Strah Ar-Rahman (repeated verse: "Then which
of the favors of your Lord will you deny?")
Surah as-Sajdah 32:15
Strah ash-Shu’ara 26:63
Sarah at-Taghabun 64:11
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Surah at-Tahrim 66:8
Surah at-Tawbah 9:18
Strah at-Tar 52:21
Sarah Al Imran 3:185
Surah az-Zalzalah 99:7-8
Sarah az-Zumar 39:53
Strah Ghafir 40:60
Sarah Ibrahim 14:7
Surah Ibrahim 14:27
Sarah Maryam 19:96
Sarah Qaf 50:18
Sarah al-Qadr 97:1-5
Sarah Yasuf 12:108
Sarah al-‘Araf 7:42
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Hadith References (All Verified as Authentic -

Sahih or Hasan Grading Where Applicable)

R K2 R 2 K2 R R? K2 2 R R K2 R 2 K2 R Y K2 K2 R R K2 R R K2 R Y R K2 Y
0“ ‘.0 0.0 0’0 0’0 0.0 0.0 0’0 0.0 0.0 0“ 0’0 0.0 0’0 0’0 0.0 0.0 0‘0 0.0 0.0 0“ 0’0 0.0 0.0 0’0 0.0 0.0 0“ ‘.0 0.0

Sahih al-Bukhari 38, Sahih Muslim 760
Sahih al-Bukhari 47, Sahth Muslim 945
Sahih al-Bukhari 69, Sahih Muslim 1732
Sahih al-Bukhari 159, Sahih Muslim 226
Sahih al-Bukhari 450, Sahih Muslim 533
Sahih al-Bukhari 780, Sahih Muslim 410
Sahih al-Bukhari 935

Sahih al-Bukhari 1145, Sahih Muslim 758
Sahih al-Bukhari 1190, Sahih Muslim 1394
Sahih al-Bukhari 1325, Sahth Muslim 945
Sahih al-Bukhari 1521, Sahih Muslim 1350
Sahih al-Bukhari 1773, Sahih Muslim 1349
Sahith al-Bukhari 1863

Sahih al-Bukhari 1901, Sahih Muslim 760
Sahih al-Bukhari 1904, Sahih Muslim 1151
Sahih al-Bukhari 2020, Sahih Muslim 1169
Sahih al-Bukhari 2517, Sahih Muslim 1509
Sahih al-Bukhari 2840, Sahih Muslim 1153
Sahih al-Bukhari 3293, Sahih Muslim 2691
Sahih al-Bukhari 3461

Sahih al-Bukhari 3922

Sahih al-Bukhari 5641, Sahih Muslim 2573
Sahih al-Bukhari 5641, 5642

Sahih al-Bukhari 6015, Sahith Muslim 2624
Sahih al-Bukhari 6309, Sahih Muslim 2747
Sahith al-Bukhari 6405, Sahih Muslim 2691
Sahih al-Bukhari 6407, Sahih Muslim 223
Sahih al-Bukhari 6465, Sahih Muslim 782
Sahih al-Bukhari 6491, Sahih Muslim 131
Sahih al-Bukhari 6995, Sahth Muslim 2266
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Sahih al-Bukhari 7404
Sahih al-Bukhari 7517, Sahth Muslim 1627

Sahih Muslim 121
Sahih Muslim 223
Sahih Muslim 226
Sahih Muslim 233
Sahih Muslim 1162
Sahih Muslim 251
Sahih Muslim 384
Sahih Muslim 410
Sahih Muslim 758
Sahih Muslim 760
Sahih Muslim 782
Sahih Muslim 945
Sahih Muslim 947
Sahih Muslim 948
Sahih Muslim 1151
Sahih Muslim 1164
Sahih Muslim 1349
Sahih Muslim 1350
Sahih Muslim 1394
Sahih Muslim 1509
Sahih Muslim 1627
Sahih Muslim 1631
Sahih Muslim 1732
Sahih Muslim 2266
Sahih Muslim 2569
Sahih Muslim 2573
Sahih Muslim 2624
Sahih Muslim 2691
Sahih Muslim 2699
Sahih Muslim 2702
Sahih Muslim 2730
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2 2 K2 2 Y 2 K2 R R K2 2 R? R K2 Y 2 K2 R 2 K2 2
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Sahih Muslim 2733

Sahih Muslim 2747

Sahih Muslim 2752a

Jami® at-Tirmidhi 55, Sunan an-Nasa’T 148

Sunan Abi Dawud 521 (Graded Sabib by al-Albani)

Jami® at-Tirmidhi 406
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 413
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 586

(Note: This narration is graded as Hasan (acceptable) by
Imam Tirmidhi and Al-Albani. Some scholars have
differed on this grading, but it is presented here based on

the view of its acceptability.)
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 747
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 761
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 1641
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 1767
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 1916
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 1955
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 2035
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 2317
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 2884
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 3371
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 3458
Jami* at-Tirmidhi 3543
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 3577
Jami® at-Tirmidhi 3581
Jami* at-Tirmidhi 3895
Sunan Abu Dawud 144
Sunan Abua Dawud 1517
Sunan Abu Dawud 1521
Sunan Aba Dawud 3199
Sunan Abu Dawud 4859
Sunan Abua Dawud 5096
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Nasa'T— ‘Amal al-Yawm wa al-Laylab 100 (Sahib per
Ibn Hibban)

Sunan Ibn Majah 1853

Sunan Ibn Majah 3660

Musnad Ahmad 26343

All hadith and Qur’an citations are taken
from recognized classical sources. While care
has been taken to ensure accuracy, readers
are encouraged to verify references
independently.
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